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INTRODUCTION 

Carbon tetrachlozide (CC14) is a chlorinated 

hydrocarbon chemically related to chloroform. The 

compound, first prepared in 1849, was used initia­

lly as an anaesthetic by Simpson, the discoverer 

of chloroform anaesthesia,, but soon discarded because 

of its toxicity. It was later introduced for the 

treatment of hookworm infestations (Tomb and Helmy, 

1933) and was used for this purpose for many years; 

but the compound has now been almost abandoned in • 

favor of less toxic anthelmintics. Nevertheless, 

CC14 remains of interest to physicians because its 

industrial and household uses make it a source of 

poisoning. CarbOh tetrachloride is widely em,;lo-

yed as a reactant and a solvent of the chemical 

ingredient in fire extinguisher fuel and insecti­

cide sprays. It has been used in the manufacture 

of rubber, and as a nonflammable solvent in fac-

tories, garages, floorwaxes, cleaners and as a 

disinfectant. 


