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Absti‘act

_Summary : Preecalampsia is one of the commonest complications of
pregnancy and a major cause of maternal and perinatal mortality. This
study was designed to evaluate tumor necrosis factor ( Alpha } and nitric
oxide production in preeclampsia. '

This work was conducted on 70 women at El-Sahel Teaching
Hospital : 20 cases of severe Preeclampsia, 20 cases of mild
preeclampsia, 20 cases normal pregnant and 10 cases of normal non-
pregnant ladies. The results were as follows :

+ Elevation of levels of tumor necrosis factor ( Alpha ) in preeclamptic
cases than in normal pregnant and non-pregnant cases support the
concept of involvement  of  tumor  necrosis  factor
{ Alpha ) in the pathophysiologic events leading to endothehial injury
characteristic of preeclampsia.

¢ Elevation of nitric oxide level in preeclamptic patients comparedto
the normal pregnant and non-pregnant patients. This result do .not
support the hypothesis that decreased endothelial cell nitric oxide
production may be important int the pathophysiology of preeclampsia .
on the contrary, serum nitrite levels are increased which may reflect
increase in nitric oxide production from unidentified source or decreased
elimination through the kidneys.
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