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INTRODUCTION

The cutanous basement membrane {BM) which separates the
epithelial compartment from the undérlying mesenchyme consists
of a large number of matrix macromoleéules whose precise
interactions are ﬁecessary for the stability of the dermo-epidermal
junction (DEJ} (U,

The BM in more aggressive forms of BCC as well as in
potentially metastasizing squamous cell carcinorn.a is often
discontenious and may lack some of the integral components of the
basement membrane zone (BMZ)?,

One of the integral components of all basement membrane is
laminin. Laminin is a large glycoprotein which promotes the variety
of biologic functions including cell attachment, spreading,

proliferation and differentiation as well as neurite out growth®.

Also fibronectin is a normal glycoprotein of the human body. It
has three forms. |

1- Plasma fibronectin.

2- Cellular fibronectin.

3- Cell surface fibronectin.

Fibronectin plays a key role in cell attachment, embryonic

development and wound healing!®.

Basal cell carcinoma (BCC) is the most . common neoplasm of

the skin'?, Bidlogically. Although the (BCC) lesions are characterized

‘ Introduction |




by relatively slow rate of growth, it is capable of significant local
distruction, previous studies have centered around the basement
membrane zone (BMZ) surrounding the tumour islands. In general,
intact BM apparently éontanini'ng the distinct macromolecular

. components present in normal cutanous BMZ . surrounding the

tumour iSlan_ds of nodular BCC®

' Introduction |
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AIM OF THE WORK

The aim of this work is to perform an immunochistochemical
study to examine the expression of laminin and fibronectin in the
basement membraﬁe zone of normal human skin, basal and
squamous cell carcinoma, to correlate the findings with growth

rate and grade of differentiation.

( Aim of the Work. j






