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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORICAL REVIEW

Suitability of Clarias gariepinus for aquaculture :

The introduction of aquaculture into Africa essentially took place
aﬁer the Second World War (Meschkat, 1967). Following the initial
introduction of tilapia culture in Central Africé between 1946 and 1949,
their production in ponds was undertaken almost all over the continent.
In 1959/60 close to 300000 fish ponds were in operation in about 20
African countries (Meschkat, 1967). From that time the interest in
aquaculture started to decline and the majority of ponds were abandoned
(Huet, 1972). The fish farmers became discouraged when they harvested
too many small tilapia from 6ver-populated ponds. This bv_er population .
was caused by the géneral method of stocking of mixed age groups. A |

reorientation was theﬁ prolﬁosed to differentiate between the production -
| of marketable tilajji_a- and that of the necessary fry (Lemanson and Bard,
1968). It was proposed to prodﬁce mMonosex hybrids to overcome this
problem. Although numerous fry production stations were established
(Meschkat, 1967), the necessary aquacultural infrastructure did not :
materialise the skills of the fish farmers.The management levels of the
fry production stations and the liaison by fish culture extenision services
-~ etc. did not meet the high standards required for successful tilapia culture
(Miller, 1975 and Hepher & Pruginin, 1982). |
The - suitability of cultivating a number of species of family

} {
clariidae which_Clq_rias gariepinus best met with, have the following

requisites :



