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Abstract

Provision of sedation, analgesia and amnesia during the intra
and post-operative peried is one of the most challenging

~ problems facing the anesthesiologist.

The aim of this work was to evaluate the efficacy of epidural
bupivacaine alone or in combination with midazolam in the
management of pain both intraoperatively and postoperatively in
lower abdominal surgery. :

Both the opioid receptor and the gamma-aminobutyric acid
(GABA) receptor are involved in analgesia of the spinal cord.
Therefore, a benzodiazepine acting on the spinal cord may also
produce analgesia through its action on the GABA receptor.

Midazolam is water soluble, free from any local irritant
effects, and has an excellent sedative action. In rats: it produces
segmental blockade of nociception when it is injected into the
spinal space. In humans, intraspinal midazolam is effective in
post-operative pain, without any effect on respiration or
hemodynamics, and is free from any adverse effects.
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