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ABSTRACT

Pap smear is used as a primary screening tool for cervical cancer
but, cancer as it carries a possibi]ity of false-negative rate, several new
techniques have recently evolved in an effort to reduce the false-negative
rate of Pap smear. These new techniques include cervicography,
speculoscopy, HPV DNA testing in addition to the traditional method
which represented by colposcopy. Cervicography, which is used in
conjunction with Pap smear to improve its sensitivity does not replace
Pap smear because it is unable to detect the presence of endocervical
canal disease and thus also does not replace colposcopy. Speculoscopy,
which is a promising screening tool for the selective screening of patients
for colposcopy, does not replace colposcopy, because of its low level of
magnification. HPV DNA testing is used in conjunction with Pap smear
to improve its sensitivity and to reduce its false-negative rate. All these
new techniques can be added to colposcopy, which is used to evaluate
women with precancerous cervical lesions and infrequently used for

cervical screening.
Key word:

Papanicolaou smear- colposcopy- Cervicography- Speculoscopy-
HPV.
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