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ABSTRACT

Background: _ _
Periorbital pigmentation (P.O.P.) is a common condition

particulary in oriental races, the cause of P.O.P. is far from clear.

Most cases have been considered familial and may be associated

with internal disorders.

Rationale:

Most major text book of dermatology have not discussed this
problem in details and since the cause of P.O.P is multiple and still
obscure, and the treatment of P.O.P. has been disappointing
emphasyzing mainly on camouflage and bleacher, so we find it

important to probe this topic furtherly.

Gbjectives:

The purpose of this thesis is to:

1) Review the literature on P.O.P. in an attempt to throw more
light on the classification, the possible causes and any
therapeutic trials.

2) Laboratory and histopathological studies on fourty cases with
P.O.P.

Methods:
The study will be conducted on fourty cases of P.O.P. and the

fdlldwing will be done for each case.
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1) Estimation of serum iron, IgE level (total), liver function
profile, T3 & T4 level, ACTH level and abdominal sonography.

2) Histopathological study was done on skin biopsies taken from
‘ periorbital area from three cases, the biopsies strained using H

& E stains.

Results:

Most of our patient had familial P.O.P (16 cases), low serum
iron were detected in 10 patient, allergic condition with high IgE
level were diagnosed in 10 cases,. thyroid dysfunction with high T;
& T, levels were found in 3 cases, three patients had hepatitis C, two
patients had liver cirrhosis and one patient had cholecystitis. Protein
loosing enteropathy was discovered in one patient. Histopathology
of P.O.P not associated with local diseases includes the presence of

melanophages in the upper dermis.

Conclusion:
All cases of P.O.P. should be investigated because in many

cases it may reflect an underlying systemic disorders.

Key word:
Periorbital pigmentation (P.O.P.}
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