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ABSTRACT

Hassan Sabry Abdel Fattah: Some Environmental Factors
Affecting Hepatitis C Virus Prevalence In Egypt; Ph.D., Ain Shams

University; Institute of Environmenntal Studies and Research, 1996.

This study was performed on a total of 1413 subjects divided into
five groups. Group 1 consisted of 500 blood donors, Group 2 consisted of
200 patients undergoing haemodialysis, Group 3 consisted of 173
patients attending a gastroenterology clinic and who were positive (0
anti-HCV, Group 4 consisted of 115 patients who were negative to ant-
HCV. Finally, Group 5 consisted of 104 nursing staff and 321 hospital
clerical staff.

Fifty of the patients with Hepatitis C received interferon therapy
and all patients in groups 3 and 4 were given a questionnaire to complete,
specifically formulated to attempt to uncover some of the risk factors
associated with HCV infection. The spouses and children of HCV
infected patients were also tested for anti-HCV and the files of a number
of patients from the HCV group and from the control group were
scrutinized to determine the effect of HCV infection on absenteeism from
work.

The purpose of the study was to determine the prevalence of HCV
infection in the above mentioned groups, to assess the value of interferon
in the treatment of HCV infection in Egypt, to determine some of the
factors involved in transmission of HCV infection in Egypt and to throw

some light on the financial impact of HCV infection in Egypt.
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