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This study aimed to Explore the extension role of the RDCs in improving the rural women
skills in the area of agriculture. The most important results of the study could be summarized as
follows: Less than one half (around 45%) of the respondents reported medium degrees (18-21
degrees) of benefits gained from training, More than one half (around 57%) reported high
degrees (18 and above degrees) of improvement in their agricultural and domestic skills, Around
48% of the respondents reported high degrees (20 degrees and above) of convenience of training
conditions, Around 46% of the respondents reported high degrees (20 degrees and above) of
satisfaction about the services provided by the ARPs through the RDCs.

(Key Words: Agricultura extension Role — Skills Improving — Rura women)
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to :(1) Identify the characteristics of rura women who have attended
the training programs conducted by the Rural Development Centers (RDCs), established within
Agricultural Resettlement Projects (ARPs), in the Great Gamahiriya of Libya, (2)Explore the
extension role of the RDCs in improving the rural women skillsin the area of agriculture, (3)
Identifying the relationship between the degree of benefits gained by rura women from
training programs, the degree of improvement of rural women agricultural and domestic skills
as aresult of participation in these programs, the degree of convenience of training conditions,
and the degree of rura women's satisfaction about the services provided by the ARPs, and
some independent variables, 4) Explore the obstacles facing rural women during the training
and their suggestions to handle them. A random sample of 155 rural women was selected and
personaly interviewed by using a questionnaire. This sample represents around 34% of the
total rural women (450 rural women), who have attended the training programs provided
by(RDCs), during the past five years (2002-2007). Frequencies, percentages, averages and
Pearsonian correlation coefficient were used for data presentation and analysis.

The study reveded the following characteristics of respondents: @ More than one half
were from medium age category, b) More than one half were single, ¢) Around two thirds have
educational degrees. d)Around 50% were from medium years of formal education, €) Around
40% have small size families, f)Nearly one half, of the household heads of the respondents
families were governmental employees, g)The majority of respondents’ families, have rura
houses, h) More than two thirds do not have out-of-family work, i) More than one third of the
respondents families have large farms, j)Around 41% of the respondents families exploit
medium areas of their farm families, k)A large proportion of the respondents’ families possess
a sheep stable and a tractor, compared with 59% possessing a tractor. L)The majority do not
possess insecticide sprayer and green houses, M)More than one haf of the respondents
families fal in the low income category, N) A large proportions of the respondents have
reported an aways participation in the following agricultural activities: anima feeding,
plowing, animal grazing, crop irrigation, harvesting and post-harvest processes, O) One half
reported medium numbers of hours of daily work in the family farm, P)More than one half
reported medium (sometimes) listening to radio agricultura programs, and watching TV
agricultural programs, Q)Around one haf fall in the medium category of exposure to sources of
agricultural information, R)The majority fall in the short period category of training, S) More
than one half expressed the high importance of training subjects. 2) Concerning the extension
role of the RDCsin improving the rural women skills, the study reveaed the following: a) Less
than one half reported medium degrees of benefits gained from training, b) More than one half
reported high degrees of improvement in their agricultural and domestic skills, ¢) Around one
half reported high degrees of convenience of training conditions, d) Around 46% reported high
degrees of satisfaction about the services provided by the ARPs.
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ABSTRACT

3) Statigtically significant and positive relationships, were found between the
respondents’ degrees of benefits of training programs and : the exploited area of family farm,
number of hours of respondent’s dailly work in the farm, duration of training, degree of
importance of training subjects. Statistically significant and negative relationships, were found
between the respondents’ degrees of benefits of training programs and number of male family
members. Statistically significant and positive relationships, were found with: number of years
of formal education, total area of family farm ,exposure to sources of agricultural information.
Statistically significant and negative relationships, were found with family size. b) Statistically
significant and positive relationships, were found between the respondents degree of
improvement of rural women agricultural and domestic skills and: respondent’ s age , number of
hours of respondent’ s daily work in the farm , exposure to sources of agricultura information,
degree of importance of training subjects. ¢) Statistically significant and positive relationships,
were found between the degree of convenience of training conditions and: number of hours of
respondent’ s daily work in the farm , exposure to sources of agricultural information , degree
of importance of training subjects. d) Statistically significant and postive relationships, were
found between the degree of respondents’ satisfaction about the services and: number of hours
of respondent’ s daily work in the farm, , degree of importance of training subjects. Statistically
significant and positive relationships, at .05 level, were found with total farm annual income. 4)
The study revealed the following obstacles facing the respondents during the training: a) Raw
materials needed for training were not provided, b) The RDCs transportation facilities were not
provided, c) Material and moral support were not provided for RDCs, d) Governmental
encouraging and interest were not provided for RDCs, €) Lack of efficient trainersin the RDCs,
f) No exhibitions for marketing the products of RDCs, and no health services provided by the
RDCs.

Keywords: Agricultural extension Role— Skills Improving — Rural women
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