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ABSTRACT

Bcc;mscl of ils; protected l'(';{lf()]l)gl‘ii_Ul}C11| position, pancreatic injur_\f
only occurs with deep penetrating 'wqun‘ds or bluat trauma of significant |
force. Injury to the panc‘:reas must be considered, however, in all patients
who sustain injufy to the upper ‘abd.omen. Thle diégnoétic approach >vm"ies
with  the mechanism of injury. With penetréting trauma, almost all .
patients are ope,::-'ated on, and the Eliagn‘osis 6t’pancrealic in_"iuryiis made it
the time of exﬁioration. The di.agnosis of blunt injury réquircs a higAh

~degree of clinical suspicion, since there may be few sympt’mné’duﬁné the
initial phases of mana.gem_em. In the first several days, the majority of |
patients. will eventt@lly deye.lop ,epig#stl'ic and/dr back pain, nausea

vomiting ileus, and tenderness to abdominal palpation. Although the
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