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ABSTRARACT

The prevalence of enterovirus (EV) and herpes simplex virus(HSV)
among cases of AM referred to CUSPH was determined, in addition to
the evaluation of ELISA tests which detect EV and HSV antibodies in
comparison to PCR which detect viral nucleic acid in CSF .

Sixty four infants and children ,aging few days to 10 years
Jdiagnosed as aseptic meningitis(AM) . They were chosen from 200
febrile patients attending CUSPH clinically and laboratory diagnosed as
meningitis .The studied 64 patients had clinical and laboratory criteria
suggestive of meningitis with sterile bacterial culture of CSF .

Out of the 64 studied cases, 4(6%) were EV-PCR positive , 8
(12.5%)were EV-ELISA(1gG/IgM) positive and one case out ofthe4
EV-PCR positive(25%) was also EV- ELISA positive.

Thirteen cases out of 64 (20%) were HSV-PCR positive,25cases
(39%)were HSV-1gG positive,10cases were HSV-1gM positive .

QOut of the 13 HSV-PCR positive cases, 4(31%) cases were HSV-1gM
positive, 2cases(15%) were HSV-IgG positive,2cases(15%) were both
HSV IgG and IgM positive,and 5cases were negative by both types of
HSV-ELISA. ,

Evs were less prevalent (6%)than HSV (20%) among the studied cases -
which is consistent with most of reports from the Middle East.

PCR is recommended for early diagnosis and management of EV and
HSV CNS'infections in infants and young children, because it is the most
rapid, rehiable ,sensitive and specific method.

KEY WORDS:
. —~Meningitis —Aseptic meningitis — Encephalitis — Herpes simplex virus

- Enterovirus — PCR - Enteroviral meningitis — Herpetic meningitis.
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