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Abstract 

The thesis discusses the concept of the city vision and analysis of how each city 

vision could create its own vision. The focus will be on Middle East Cities. Considering 

that Middle East residents call for Democracy, new rights, and quality of life during  

―the Arab Spring,‖. A true opportunity for Governments and city leaders across the 

region to generate modern cities expressing the passionate aspirations of their nations. 

Each government has its own unique challenges; attending their growing urban 

populations, providing job opportunities, offering better life conditions, and 

collaborating with external competences are mutual issues across the Middle East 

cities. Even as Middle East cities modernize and become more international, cities‘ 

leaders must still conserve respect for a rich, cultural heritage and enable national 

residents to accelerate sustainable development. Yet, Cities across the middle East are 

well on their way concerning creating some of the record notable development in the 

globe. 

 

The present research tries to addresses the theoretical concepts and the analytical 

findings of the literature on what‘s visioning and how it could be created. In fact, we 

tried to take a slightly different approach by focusing on the nature of the process itself 

that can be used to create a city vision. At First, some literature give specific 

counselling about visioning process , components parts of a vision, what makes a good 

vision or what pitfalls should be avoided . The purpose of such analysis is to ground the 

vision in realism and to provide an understanding of the ‗starting blocks‘ when looking 

forward to the future.  All dimensions that have been discussed tended to be elaborated 

in one analytical framework that can analyse any city vision regardless the differences 

of approaches that had been used. The extracted analytical framework is not a 

comprehensive framework and it is flexible enough to appeal changes that might be 

updated.it may consider as an initial trial to understand cities‘ visions in more depth and 

empirical approach. 

 

 

The thesis aims at analysing how cities create their own visions and addresses most 

creative and effective approaches including identifying some categories of visions of 

the future carried out by different case studies, and suggest a wider overview of how 

cities see themselves in the future, regardless of the method used, and to identify, where 

relevant, interesting challenges, visions or dys-visions. Through analysing selected case 

studies visions (AR Riyadh 2053 – Abu Dhabi 2030- Dubai 2020) and documenting 

these visions and discussing the main aims and issues addressed, the research will 

identify the common and special approaches used. The research ends with conclusions 

and recommendations of creative approaches that can be applied to create a good city 

vision. 

 

 



 ملخص
 

 
 

 ملخص

يقوو ا بحث وور سذسبفووم ملروو ا بحووشلي بحعموونقثلمم حوعووشبع بحعووذع حيشلوون جلووص ارووت ح  لموو  م ر مووم  ووم  م  لوو  

حفو ل  بحذسبفو    لأحوذبحوشلي  لأهعمومبحشلي حي  قش بحعذبخ  بحعخنللوم بحعمونخذمم حخلول بحوشلي, سذبيوم سو حنوش  

 منخذا لع لون ح  و ع جعلموم بحنخ ومي   يو  بحعوذي . حموز اوت سلون بحث ور جلوص بفونخ   ب و س  بحنيبحعمنقثلمم 

بحع نظوش   قمقروو  موز  لو  بحوشلي بحعمونقثلمم , حح ووص  حلأهوذب حلروت م ر موم بحاوم  م حلووشلي بحعخنللوم  ثقو     لملوي

لي مووذع مووز بحاووشط ب حفووي   وو سل حووش 3 ووت   ثمقووى جلووص  بحن لملووييضووعز بحث وور مشحشووم ح ووع حمم هووزب ب  وو س 

 )بحشي   , بس  ظثص , دسص(.

بحعمنقثلمم حبحشلي. حم  قاوم ح  لمو   لو   بحذسبف  ي  قش هزب بحث ر بحعل همت بح ظشيم بحم سقم بحعنولقم سع  ل 

  بحوشلي. حبحروذبحعل همت مز م ظ س حبفع حمر يشلن جلص  ثموم جعلمم بحعذبخ  بحعخنللم بحعمنخذمم حام  م  لو  

حف ل  بحذسبف   بحعمنقثلمم جلوص بحعوذي بحثوموذ ,  لأحذح  ه  بح   ل بحص سل لن  فنمو ل ملر ا سلي بحعذع مز ر

 حلرت سلي بحعذع ح  لملر . لأدبةم عع    لمليب  س  ايحسل سة  ل  بحعل همت 
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Introduction 

―Century of Cities‖ is the term that has been launched to call this century .cities 

become hubs of trade, culture, information and industry, they will be vested with such 

power of globalization that at many levels they will act as city states that are 

independent of national and regional mediation. Urban settlements in both developed 

and new, powerful forces that require governments, urbanites and urban planners to 

reconsider how they manage urban futures are influencing developing countries. Many 

developing countries, in addition, will continue to experience rapid rates of 

urbanization. With over half of the world‘s population currently living in urban areas, 

there is no doubt that the ‗urban agenda‘ will increasingly become a priority for 

governments everywhere. 

 

 The first feature that emerges when looking at the various initiatives that cities 

undertake to plan or consider their future is the large amount and high diversity of 

cases. There is not a single city or urban agglomeration that does not think about its 

future, certainly when a threshold of 50 000 inhabitants is reached. The richness as well 

as the complexity of the picture increases when one also sees that regions, sub regions 

or even districts or neighbourhoods within cities sometimes develop their own plan, 

vision or program. 

 

  As a consequence of this diversity, one also sees a cleavage emerging in how 

existing challenges are being treated: short-term responses are developed in order to 

ensure action and movement towards a desired future, but there is a little evidence to 

show that the identified growing structural long-term challenges are being met with 

innovative policy responses and integrated in their systemic consequences. Whereas 

most urban processes generate interesting strategies and operational policies, one 

misses, in the review, daring visions, innovating plans, novel configurations or new-

fangled discourses. This set of issues confirms the increasing complexity of the general 

policies environment in which cities compete and interact with each other. 

 

Visioning is however, a dimension that allows for sorting between classical 

planning approaches, where one general goal or direction is set, then developed in 

strategic axes and actions, and more foresight that is genuine where the vision is built 

through the process of scenario exploration and / or the object of a robust participatory 

reflection. This vision is composed of four elements: 

 

  Aims, i.e. general goals perceived as possible to achieve, which the 

territory will endeavour to achieve through processes, and as usual an ideal; 

 Major projects that plot the future. These are the expected outcomes of the 

determining actions and projects that we will have successfully carried out, 

the concrete and major results of the path that we are going to take; 

 A system of shared values, i.e. stating the values that are necessary and that 

the stakeholders are going to activate to achieve the vision; 

 A collective desire to achieve the objectives, a desire without which 

nothing is possible, and which it must be possible to express symbolically 

in all foresight and strategic approaches. 

 

 


