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INTRODUCTION

Whiteflies (Homoptera: Aleyrodidae) have been established in many

countries of the world as serious pests for numerous economic plants.

In Egypt, the whitefly, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.) is particularly
important on cotton and vegetables. It was reported that this insect has a
wide host range; about 506 plant species (Mound and Halsey, 1978).
Bemisia tabaci (Genn.) damages the plants directly by sucking sap from
leaves, and indirectly by secreting honeydew, causing physiological
disorders, and transmitting viruses (Gerling, 1990). Also, the citrus
whitefly, Dialeurodes citri (Ashm.) is an important insect pest on citrus

trees (Mohamed, 1992).

Currently, available insecticides frequently fail to control whiteflies,
and repeated exposure to insecticides is very likely to develop resistant
strains  (Gerling, 1990). The best approach is an integrated pest
management (IPM) strategy, that rely on cultural and biological control,

and only uses chemical control when needed (Flint, 1993).

Generally, the parasitoids attack only one or two closely related
species of whiteflies, while most predators feed on several species. So, it
is believed that parasitoids are more important in the biological control of

the whiteflies than predators.

The present work was carried out at Kafr El-Sheikh region for the
following objectives:
L. Survey of the parasitoids and predators of the two major species of
whiteflies, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.) and Dialeurodes citri (Ashm.)

Study the population dynamics of:




3.

a. Bemisia tabaci (Genn.) on cotton, eggplant, lantana, and the

weeds.
b. Dialeurodes citri (Ashm.) on citrus trees.
c. Parasitoids and associated predators, of these two whiteflies.
Preliminary study of the biology of a specific recorded predator

attacking the citrus whitefly.



