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INTRODUCTION

In contrast to the advances in medicine over the last several

decades, ovarian carcinoma is one disease where overall survival
has not significantly improved in over 20 years and remains
approximately 30% for 5- year survival. The poor prognosis is for
the most attributable to|the paucity of signs and symptoms
generated by deeply situated ovaries, leading to late diagnosis.
The vast majority of these|patients are first identified when their
cancer has already reached stage III or IV. Five- year survival in
patients with stage 1 disease approaches 80% to 85%; therefore,
it identification of early disease can be achieved, a significant

improvement in outcome may occur'!.

The use of non-invasive imaging techniques has improved
significantly on the diagmostic accuracy of bimanual physical
examination for detection| of ovarian masses. In truth. ovarian
cancer can be detected with non-invasive technique in some

women without the need for diagnostic laparotomy'?.

Ultrasonography has been established as a reliable method
to visualize pelvic masses. To distinguish benign from malignant
masses. morphological criteria such as irregularities of the inner
wall structure, septae and mixed or high echogenicity have been
suggested as a predictive of ovarian cancer. The overlap in

ultrasonographic features of benign and malignant masses
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AIM

The aim of this work is to study the role of duplex and color

Doppler sonography in the

OF THE WORK

evaluation of ovarian masses.
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