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ABSTRACT

Absence seizures (AS) are episodes of temporary loss of
consciousness that may be accompanied by automatism, changes in
postural tone mild clonic components or autonomic phenomena.
AS are part of several epileptic syndromes.

Our study was done on a series of 25 patients with typical
AS disznosed as having CAE or JAE, divided into two groups:
controlled and symptomatic. We carried out detailed clinical
history, 1Q and video EEG monitoring, during which the patients
was asked to perform hyperventilation with breath counting and 14
slept so we could also study the sleep EEG record.

The video-EEG revealed the exact clinical and EEG
characteristics in each patient and permitted us to compare both
groups. We found that AS detection and description obtained by
video-EEG monitoring systems was superior than that obtained
from the clinical history alone. With this method we found clinica:
and electrophysiological differences between the patients of both |
groups and also between those with CAE and JAE.
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LIST OF ABREVIATIONS

AED
AS

Ca
CA
CAE
ECG
EEG
EIM1
EMA
EMG
EPSPs
FDA
GABA
GTC
HLA
Hz
IGE
ILAE
IPSPs
1Q
JAE
JIME
MRI
NMDA
NREM
NRT
PC

PS
PSWs
REM
SA
SWs
TAS

: Anti-epileptic drug

: Absence Seizures

: Calcium

: Complex Absence

: Childhood Absence Epilepsy

: Electrocardiogram

: Electroencephalogram

: Susceptibility locus for JME

: Epilepsy with Myoclonic Absences
: Electromyogram

: Excitatory postsynaptic potentials
: Food and Drug Administration

: Gamma-amino-butiric-acid

: Generalized tonic -clonic

: Human Leukocyte Antigen

: Hertz

: Idiopathic Generalized Epilepsy

: International League Against Epilepsy
: Inhibitory post-synaptic potentials
: Intelligence Quotient

: Juvenile Absence Epilepsy

: Juvenile Myoclonic Epilepsy

: Magnetic Resonance Imaging

: N-methyl-D-aspartate

: Non rapid eye movement

: Nucleus Reticularis Thalamic

: Personal Computer

: Poly-spike

: Poly-spike and Wave complexes

: Rapid eye movement

: Simple Absence

: Spike and Wave complexes

: Typical Absence Seizures
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