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SUMMARY  
 

D56 (NCAM) antigen is a member of immunoglobulin 

super family. It is commonly expressed in natural killer 

cytotoxic lymphocytes (NK cells), CD56 mediates adhesion 

between cells through homophilic bonds, it has been 

implicated as having a role in neurite outgrowth, synaptic 

plasticity, learning and memory. 

The acute leukemia has the lowest survival rates in all 

cancers. So, the assessment of the prognostic factors in 

acute leukemia is very important.CD56 expression was 

described to have a prognostic impact in acute leukemias. 

Detection of CD56 expression at diagnosis is of high 

clinical relevance, because its expression has a direct 

consequence for treatment stratification, being associated 

with poor prognosis. 

The aim of the present study was to determine the 

expression of CD56 antigen on the surface of myeloid and 

lymphoid blasts, from patients with acute leukemia, in a 

trial to correlate the expression of this molecule to various 

clinical and laboratory data, and  determining its diagnostic 

value for acute leukemia immunophenotyping, as well as its 

relation to treatment response. 
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