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Introduction

١

INTRODUCTION

Tuberculosis is a disease caused by bacteria belonging to

Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex. The disease usually

affect the lungs, although in up to one third of cases, other

organs are involved.

Tuberculosis is the main cause of infection related

mortality in the world. It has increased in majority of countries

not only due to its association with HIV, but also due to other

conditions such as poverty, migration, addiction, homeless or

inadequacy of health care resources. ( Alcaide et al., ١٩٩٦).

Tuberculosis is considered as the most important

medical problem in Egypt after Bilharziasis. In spite of

Ministry of health and population (MOHP) efforts to face TB

in past years, it is still a big problem which necessitates more

efforts. (MOHP report, ١٩٩٦).

Tuberculin skin testing is a simple skin test helps to

determine whether a person has been infected by

Mycobacterium tuberculosis or not. During a tuberculin test,


