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Trend towards the formation of economic blocs is the most
important characteristics of the New Global economic system. Therfore,
Egypt Joined the COMESA blocs for opening new markets and to protect
the exports from the competition of foreign products.

COMESA includes most of Nile basin countries, so the Egypt’s
membership in the COMESA helps in protecting its water security. Also
Egypt’s membership protects its national security.

The study aimed to identify the most important problems and
constraints faced the Egyptian Agricultural trade with the Countries of the
bloc, areas of development and Possibilities.

The study used the Descriptive analysis, SWOT analysis model,
transportation model and some economic indicators.

The study included four chapters. Chapter one included two
sections: the Theoretical framework and review of literature for the
previous studies in the field of Trade with African countries.

Chapter two allocated for: global economic blocs models and
international economic Agreements, COMESA bloc and the trade
relationship between Egypt and COMESA countries.

The third chapter included four sections about: Outlines the
economic features of African continent, the general features of COMESA
countries and the Macroeconomic indicators, resources, agricultural
production and trade in COMESA.

The fourth chapter is devoted to the possibilities of enhance the
positive effects of COMESA on Egyptian Agricultural trade.

The study concluded that, the main factors affect on the trading
relationship between Egypt and COMESA is: resources, trade relationship



and economic factors (like market size and investment). The most
countries which have characteristics make them trading with Egypt are
Sudan, Zambia, Ethiopia, and Kenya.

The study showed also the possibilities to export Rice, Beans dry,
potatoes, onion, Beans green, tomato, frozen vegetables, frozen potatoes,
cotton, oranges, grapes, Molasses and olive oil to those countries. Also
there are possibilities of import Spices, sesame, sugar, tea, coffee,
tobacco, Maize flour, bran, forage and meat from these countries.

Key words :

- Blocs - international trade

- SWOT analysis - Transportation model

- Market share - Revealed comparative advantage

- Trade compatibility



Summary and conclusions

Egypt became a member of COMESA after the signing of the
Abuja Agreement of 1991. At the political level, Egypt’s membership in
COMESA maintains water security. It also maintains its national security
on the eastern and southern border.

On the economic level, Egypt protect its exports directed to the
COMESA counties, due to follow the stages of the COMESA economic
integration. The current endeavors and behind COMESA merger with
other African economic blocs (SADC and the East African Community),
which includes 26 states allow Egypt to expand exports to African
countries.

The study aimed to identify the most important problems and
constraints faced the Egyptian Agricultural trade with the Countries of the
bloc, areas of development and Possibilities.

The study used the Descriptive analysis, SWOT analysis model,
transportation model and some economic indicators.

To achieve this aim, the study included four chapters. Chapter one
included two sections: the Theoretical framework and review of literature
for the previous studies in the field of Trade with African countries.

Chapter two allocated for: international trade and global economic
blocs models and international economic Agreements, COMESA bloc
and the trade relationship between Egypt and COMESA countries.

The third chapter included four sections about: Outlines the
economic features of African continent, the general features of COMESA
countries and the Macroeconomic indicators, resources, agricultural
production and trade in COMESA.



The fourth chapter is devoted to the possibilities of enhance the

positive effects of COMESA on Egyptian Agricultural trade.

The study showed that:

About 61%o0f COMESA exported to all world countries is food
and agricultural crude material.

About 82% of its import is manufactured goods, chemicals,
machinery and mineral fuel.

The main market of COMESA export is European Union.

The main market of import is Asian market.

COMESA intra-trade is low and about 7% of total bloc trade.

The study reviewed a number of macro economic indicators

through the period (2005-2010) like:

COMESA GDP is about 383.4 billion U.S. dollars (service 51%,
industry 26%, agricultural 23%).

External debt about 125.9 billion U.S. dollars, inflation rate 9.9%,
unemployment rate 20.1%, population under poverty 43.9%.
Direct investment (inflow) 17.9 billion U.S. dollars.

The study reviewed also agricultural resources in COMESA:
Population, about 411 million.

Aria, about 1116.6 million hectare. Arable land is about 356.8
million hectare. Forest about 330 million hectare.

Internal freshwater about 1.6 billion m®.

Study showed also that COMESA produced about 61 million ton

of cereal through the period (2005-2010), 4.9 million ton of pulses, 56.8
million ton of Roots and tubers, million ton of oil, 5.7 million ton of
sugar, 30 million ton of vegetables, 36 million ton of fruits, 6.5 million
ton of meat and 22.5 million ton of milk.

The study concluded that, the main factor affects the trading

relationship between Egypt and COMESA is: resources, trade relationship



and economic factors (like market size and investment). The most
countries which have advantage for trading with Egypt are Sudan,
Zambia, Ethiopia, and Kenya.

The study showed the possibilities to export Rice, Beans dry,
potatoes, onion, Beans green, tomato, frozen vegetables, frozen potatoes,
cotton, oranges, grapes, Molasses and olive oil to those countries. Also
there are possibilities of import Spices, sesame, sugar, tea, coffee,
tobacco, Maize flour, bran, forage and meat from these countries.

The study appears that Egypt had a height revealed comparative
advantage to export pulses and fruits and a low comparative advantage to
export cereals, Roots and Tubers, sugar and vegetables.

It also showed there is a trade compatibility reached to about 0.88
for Egypt’s export to COMESA countries of Rice, Beans dry, potatoes,
onion, Beans green, tomato, frozen vegetables, frozen potatoes, cotton,
oranges, grapes, Molasses and olive oil. There is also trade compatibility
reached to about 0.64 for Egypt’s import from COMESA countries of
sesame, sugar, tea, coffee, tobacco, Maize flour, bran, forage and meat.
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