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Summary

The documentary sources have shown us that the problem of
illegitimate children, appeared only at the coming of the Romans in



Egypt. This problem was a phenomenon of this era, and the numbers
of illegitimate children were significant during the first and second
centuries; however, these numbers began to decrease since the early
third century. The Papyrus documents and the Ostraca have shown us
that there are many terms have been used to describe the illegitimate
son in this period, such as:
andtop , orodplog, xpnpatifoviovsa untpos, vobog, £5 adniov motp-
0, 00veioc, mapdvopog, vVmOPAnTov, spurius, leberi naturales, sine
patris .

The Papyrus documents and Ostraca have shown us that each

of the term andtwp, ypnuatiCov \ ovca untpods, , omovpioc, had ap-

peared in Egypt with the advent of the Romans.

Concerning the reasons of the phenomenon of illegitimate chi-
ldren in Egypt, we found that this phenomenon associated with a cer-
tain restrictions which were imposed by the Romans on marriages, su-
ch as marriage of soldiers during the military service, mixed marriag-
ge, and Brothers/ Marriage.

First: The marriage of soldiers during the military service:
The marriage was forbidden for soldiers during the military service
until the year 198 AD, the prohibition of marriage during military
service is clearly reflected in the letter of Hadrian, who was sent to the
Governor of Egypt in the year 119 AD., in which he refers to deprive
the children of soldiers of their parents legacy, Hadrian believed
that this deprivation had no type of cruelty, because the soldiers viola-
ted the military regime, and they contract marriages during the servi-
ce, this letter has shown us that the limitation law did not prevent
some of the working soldiers in the service to continue in their mar-
ried relations so long as these relations were priord of recruitment, nor
did they prevent, as well as, the others to establish relations against the
law. These relations, of course, has resulted many illegitimate chil-
dren, whom have become a phenomenon in the Roman era, and also a
characteristic of that period. And there are other directories that assure
us that ,such as:

1- Statement of Birth: The statement of Birth "Testatio", as a birth
certificate for the illegitimate child, which is an evidence that some
soldiers did not mobilize those laws that ~ deny marriage during
military service, the order that led to birth a lot of illegitimate
children. And the Papyrus documents has shown us that some of
the soldiers themselves had done this statement for their children
who were born to them during military service.



2-Papyrus (:M.Chr.372) (=P.Cattaui.l.Recto): This papyrus is fur-
ther evidence of the marriage of the soldiers during the service,
which confirms the illegality of the children of these soldiers, which
includes also a range of motions that had been submitted to the Gover-
nor of Alexandria in order to give some concessions to these illegiti-
mate children, such as the progress to the examination process, the

exemption from the succession tax "dmapyr)', and get the Alexandrian

citizenship rights.
3-Diplomata Militaria: After spending the soldier a military service
with honor, the demobilized soldiers were granted a diploma to be a
witness of the honor demobilization. Whereby the Roman and non
Roman soldiers get some privileges such as the right to marry the
women whom may live with them during the period of recruitment,
and the recognition of the legitimacy of their children who were
born to them during that period, and all related things of that legiti-
macy like rights of citizenship and others.
4-Guide archaeological: The archaeological evidence appears clearly
through the knitting (captured comb ) ,some women ornaments, and
and shoes of women and children which were found within the remna-
nts of forts in the second century, and by the number of shrines which
were found in the camps in which there were women and children.
Second: mixed marriage: The Romans have put restriction on
some mixed marriages and they considered them unequal marriages,
they also have denied marriage that happen between the Romans and
non Romans, and they saw it an illegitimate marriage and considered
the children that product of this marriage, illegal children Spurii, the
order that increased the percentage of illegitimate children in
Egypt in the Roman period. And these restrictions that established by
the Romans on some mixed marriages have been disappeared after
the issuance of the Constitution of Caracalla in 212 AD.

Third: Brothers Marriage: For Romans, it has been forbid-
den marriage between full and half brothers, the Roman law
considered the children whom are born of this marriage illegitimate
children, and called them (spurii). But despite this prohibition of this
type of marriage, and actual punishment which imposed by Idios
logos on those who formulate such marriage, the papyrus documents
have shown us that there are some Romans who married their sisters
facing this prohibition, without understanding them the situation of
their children, who will become illegal children as a result of this
forbidden marriage. As for the Egyptians and the Greeks or the others,
during the first and the second century to the beginning of the third



century and particularly until 212 AD, and even the promulgation of
the Constitution of Caracalla, when he granted the rights of citizenship
to most of the population of the empire. The brothers marriage was
for-bidden for all the inhabitants of the empire, the father losses the
authority on his son, andthe son is considered an illegitimate
"spurius" and usually brothers marriage ended in Egypt in the time of
the issuance of a publication in "Diocletian" and "Maximianos" in the
year 295 AD, so, the brothers marriage will be the main factor for the
continuation of the phenomenon of illegitimate children until the end
of the third century.

The marriage brothers have ended in Egypt with the issuance
of'a publication Emperors "Diocletian" and "Maximianos" at the year
295 AD, so the marriage of brothers will be the main factor for the
continuation of the phenomenon of illegitimate children until the end
of the third century.

The Papyrus documents have shown us that illegitimate sons
were in an equal position with the legitimate sons in the works they
do. The status of illegitimate son did not prevent him from holding
public offices, governmental and priestly functions, and did not pre-
vent them from accessing functions, nor accessing citizenship rights,
nor their presence in the ephebes, nor getting right to marry, or their
right to have real estates, or any other things, or the payment of their
taxes. However, the development of illegal children may differs in the
status of legitimate children in terms of registration in the Official
Album Professionem of births, and to join the institutes of the gymna-
sium, and in heritance.

We saw also that the illegitimate children, if they are children of
the soldiers, were to inherit from their parents, whether testantary or
intestate, and they are also given the right to inherit from their
mothers, and their children, as well as, from their ancestors of the mo-
ther's side.
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