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Summary of the Study

The history of Egypt is classified into the following eras: Pharaonic, Greek,
Roman, Byzantine, Islami, Ottoman, and modern eras. The most important era in the
history of Egypt was the Ptolemaic era when the Ptolemaists governed it. Although
Egypt became a Roman mandate after the Ptolemaic and the Byzantine eras, the effect
of the Greek civilization and its culture continued during this era. Preserving their
cultural heritage was a main aim the Greeks tried to realize when they came to Egypt.
They were proud of the Hellenistic culture and interested in founding an educational

system that preserved their Hellenistic heritage and their cultural identity in Egypt.

The Greek educational stages in Egypt were three: the primary, the general
culture and the higher education stages. The higher education stage was one of the most
important stages which played an effective role in the civilization of Egypt through its
authentication of sciences and its production of arts by its scientists who came from
every country to settle on the land of Egypt during the Roman Greek era. Alexandria
was the center of the Greek civilization and education, and the Hellenistic world also
during this period. It produced a mixed civilization for us; the Greek civilization mixed
with the elements of the Oriental civilization and then it was named the Hellenistic
civilization. Under this civilization, the Hellenistic higher education institutions were -

founded in many parts in Egypt, particularly in Alexandria.

Although the higher education institutions spread in the Hellenistic world in
some cities such as Marsalia, Athens and Tarsus, the city of Alexandria was a
distinctive place of the higher education with its institutions including Museion, the
greater library and Serapeum Temple. The historians termed all these institutions "the
Ancient Alexandria University". The present study tried to examine the educational role
of these institutions between 290 B.C and 391 A.C.

Significance of The Study

This study is an attempt to know what is about the Hellenistic higher education
and the controversy surrounding it. It shows the different opinions towards the founding
and termination of the educational institutions, and the educational roles that were
played by these institutions. This study tried to explore the elements of power in the
Hellenistic higher education in Egypt and the reasons of its institutions success in their

educational role. The aim of this study is to take the benefits of this in planning for our
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education; especially the higher education. The researcher also found how the Western
civilization followed these steps of this education. The Hellenistic education institutions
played an important role in worldwide education and that is why it is important to trace

the educational practices in this era.

Research Questions:

The main question of this study is: What is the educational role of the Hellenistic
higher education institutions in Egypt during the period (290 BC-391 Ad)? This main
question is divided into many sub-questions as follows:

1- What were the predominated societal conditions during the period (290 BC-

391 AD?

2- What are the Hellenistic educational institutions which carried out the mission

of the Hellenistic higher education in Egypt?

3- What was the educational content that provided to the learners?

4- What were the methods of teaching used in this field?

5- What were the relationships among the learners and the teachers inside these

institutions?

Objectives of the Study:

1- Exploring the societal conditions of the Egyptian society during the period
(290 BC- 391 AD).

2- Examining the Hellenistic educational institutions which played the role of the
Hellenistic higher education in Egypt during the period (290 BC- 391 AD).

3- Identifying the aspects of the Hellenistic higher education institutions through
examining the educational content, methods of teaching and the nature of the
relationships which were among the learners and the teachers inside these
institutions.

4- Benefiting from educational experience in the Hellenistic higher education

institutions in Egypt.

Methodology:

The historical methodology was used in this study. It refers to the original
references to validate and prove the historical facts, organizing and explaining them in a
systematic way that achieves the objectives of the study. This study attempts to
investigate the related information to the Hellenistic higher education institutions and
identifying the remained and vanished institutions founded in this period ( 290 BC-391
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AD). The present study depended on a group of references such as the Greek
papyruses, Greek and Arabic literature references related to the date of the study area.
This study referred to the specialized scientific theses, Arabic and foreign references
and the specialized periodicals. It took the benefits of all of these in attempting to
contemplate the efforts which produced these theses, references and periodicals.

Time Limitation of the Study:

This study is limited to the period (290 BC- 391 AD) and the main reasons of
identifying this period was that it was the beginning of founding the ancient library of
Alexandria. This library was the first of the Hellenistic higher education in Egypt, and
the Museion was founded in 280 BC. The temple of Serapeum and its small library was
founded nearly in 250 BC and it was destroyed in 391 AD. In this year, the Hellenistic
higher education disappeared from the existence. This study deals with the Roman and
Greek cultures at the higher education stage only through the Hellenistic education
institutions in the context of Christianity religion education institutions which were

founded then.

Results of the Study:

1- Although the ancient university of Alexandria was a model for the higher
culture institutions in Athens, it surpassed these higher institutions and
became the most important higher education centre all over the Greek world.
Scientists and students came to it from the four corners of the world.

2- The Hellenistic higher education institutions (the ancient university of
Alexandria) were the Museion; the greater library, Serapeum temple and its
library. This is against what the others thought that the university was only the
Museion.

3- Reviewing the thinking of the smaller and greater libraries as they were only
two normal libraries. Scholars went there to search not only for books but also
they were places for the meeting of scholars and scientists to discuss research
and studies. They were places for giving lectures.

4- Arabs are innocent of destroying the smaller and greater libraries. This study
concluded that result through old references analyzed and validated. Caeser
was mainly responsible for destroying the greater library without his intent.
Then the final destruction was happened by the Roman emperor Orlian. The
smaller library (the temple of Serapeum) was destroyed by the bishop
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(Theophelos) and this was assured by the contemporary witnesses writers for
the event itself like; Theodoreit an Junabious.

The Hellenistic higher education institutions passed four stages: the youthful
stage at the beginning of the Ptolemaic era, and the weakness stage at the end
of the Ptolemiac era. These institutions were destroyed as a result of the clash
between the Greek and Christian extremists. Through this study the strength
and weakness of these institutions were known. They were related to the
extent of the state care for them and the amount of expending on scientists and
scientific researches and the extent of the dogmatic tolerance which prevailed
in this study.

The Hellenistic higher education institutions (the ancient university of
Alexandria) played an important role in the coexistence among all cultures,
religions and languages which lived in one crucible on the land of Egypt.

It is necessary to change our view towards the past concerning its assumptions
and practice. Some think that the assumption of the past had gone and will
never come back. From the practice point of view. Some leave the present and
the future and abide by the glorious past and the ancestors without taking the
benefits of them and then forget its role in the present and the future times. So;

we must look at the past as a lab where thousands of experiences are stored.
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