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Abstract

The research mentions certain indicators and measurements which
help policy makers in knowing useful methods to equalize human
development opportunities among Egyptian children and youth. To
measure equitable access to opportunities, the researcher uses the human
opportunity index to examine basic opportunities grouped in four areas,
basic housing services, early childhood development, education and
nutrition and hunger. The main findings show that most opportunities
improved during the period from 2000 to 2009 for education and basic
housing services and a slight improvement for the other two sectors.
There are clear opportunity gaps among children in favorable and
unfavorable circumstances. Parent’s education, income per capita,
number of siblings, urban-rural location and regional location are the
most important factors affecting equality of opportunities

Key words: Human Development, Human Opportunity Index, The
Chilean Experience
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Introduction:

People are the most important wealth a nation can have therefore
development objective is to develop people in different and creative ways
through human development which concentrate on increasing the scope
of choices among people through development of people, by people and
for people.

Distributing human development opportunities equally among
children today will determine their human development future path.
Income poverty among Egyptian children exceeds those among the entire
population since the 90’s, this poverty has its impact among children
which make them suffer from lacking the access for their basic needs
such as education, health and nutrition, which will affect their health,
productivity and increase the chance of being poor.

The human opportunity index helps to estimate how equally basic
opportunities are distributed among children.

Chile has one of the lowest poverty rates in Latin America due to
the effort it makes to decrease poverty since 1990, reducing poverty helps
Chile in solving social problems, also investing in human capital through
education, social and labor market policies which increases Chile’s
productivity and helps Chile in achieving high growth rates.
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