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Abstract

Hip joint involvement in JRA. is a poor prognostic factor , since the hip is a weight-bearing joirt in which
anatomical deformities can cause serious disabilities In the growth phase the human skeleton is composed
largely of cartilage which is not visible in conventional radiographs,making evaluation of progressive
changes such as loss of cartifage or joint space or the presence of joint effusion difficult.In conventional
radiographs joint effiision is recognised primarily through displacement of the fat planes adjacent tothe
joint While it can be early diagnosed in elbows and knecs,, efflision of the hip joint not possible dueto the
anterior localisation of the & planes. The aim of this werf was to evaluate the usefulness of ultrasonography
as a_non-nvasive technique in in detection of early alteration of hip joint disease in patients with JRA Thirty
children suffering from JRA comprised the matesial of this work.Ten  children free of signs/ symptoms
related to rheumaic diseases were chosen as a oonol group All patients were examined
clinically Jaboratory investigated ,X-ray shooted, and ultrasound inaged on The hip joird. 7he ress of our
study showed that ultrasound can detect effusion andlor synovitis in a dlinically silent hip joint Hip joint pain
is an early sign to hip involvement while fimited hip joint movement isa sure signPlain X-ray is nota
reliable method for the early detection of hip involvment in JRA . There was no need to condate the
laboratory data between patients with hip effusion and those without as these data are not spedific to hip joirt
involvement alone and may point to other joint involviment. Condiesion From this study we cameto the
conclusion that ultrasonography can be considered a rapid ,non invasive , economical , and reliable method
for the early detection of hip joint invohement in JRA

Key Words: IRA, ultrasonography hip effusion.
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