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Introduction 

atty liver is a common condition increasingly detected by 

routine abdominal ultrasound. Non-alcoholic steato-hepatitis 

(NASH) is not rare and it is predicted to become one of the most 

common liver diseases (Matteoni et al., 1999). Liver biopsy 

represents the best diagnostic test for staging liver steatosis, 

inflammation and fibrosis, but medical and ethical 

considerations limit its use in subjects with non progressive fatty 

liver conditions (Angelico et al., 2003).  

 Egypt has the highest countrywide prevalence of 

hepatitis C virus (HCV) in the world with an estimated 8 - 10 

million patients the majority develop chronic hepatitis that 

may lead to complications such as fibrosis, cirrhosis or 

hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) (Thomas et al., 2000).  

Serum pentraxin3 (PTX3) is acute phase proteins 

made in the liver in response to inflammatory processes. 

Measuring PTX3 may serve as predictors of progressive liver 

pathology in non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) 

(Yoneda et al., 2008).  
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Aim of the Work 

he aim of this work is to study the value of pentraxin3 

(PTX3) as a noninvasive marker for diagnosis of non-

alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) with or without 

chronic HCV infection.  
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