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Introduction & Aim of Work bl Bl

Study Of The Serum Amylin In Liver
Cirrhosis With Diabetes Mellitus

Introducrion

About 80% of patients with chronic liver disease are
glucose intolerant and some 20% eventually develop frank
diabetes mellitus. Insulin sensitivity in cirrhosis is reduced
before any impairment of glucose tolerance. Diabetes
mellitus in cirrhosis ensues as a result of two abnormalities
that occur simultaneously; insulin resistance and an
inadequate response of the beta cells to appropriately secrete
insulin to overcome the defect in insulin action.

Although several hypotheses are currently under
discussion, little is known about the etiology of insulin
resistance and impaired insulin secretion in cirrhosis
(Petrides, 1994).

Amylin is a 37 amino acid peptide, co-secreted from
the pancreatic beta cells with insulin. It has a number of
actions of metabolic interest. Amylin induces insulin
resistance in skeletal muscles and acts on the beta cells to
inhibit insulin secretion. Amylin is elevated in dysfunctional
metabolic states of insulin resistance and may be involved in
their pathogenesis (Young, 1994).







