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INTRODUCTION

Dict plays an important role in cancer development, both by
increasing or reducing the risk ol cuncer. During the cooking of meats,
several highly mutagenic heterocyclic amines are produced. On the other
hand, epidemiological studics showed that the consumption of vegetables
and fruits were negatively correlated with the incidence of human cancer in
stomach, colon, breast, prostate and even lung and bladder. These exciting
epidemiological discoveries have encouraged scientists to determine
whether specific vegetable components are responsible for the observed
associations. Flavonoids occur naturally in plant foods and are a common
component of our diet. They occur in food as O-glycosides, and the

estimated human oral daily consumption is about .02 gm/kgm/day“’z}.

Adequate data on the occurrence of flavonoids in local Egyptian
food are lacking. Food derived flavonoids such as flavonols (Quercetin,
Kaempferol, Myricetin) and flavones (Apigenin and Luteolin), were
purified chromatographically and their suppressing activity with

Salmonella typhimurium. TA 98 has been reported®,



