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Abstract

The current study aimed at comparing a group of methods for
determining the cut scores in criterion-referenced achievement tests. A 52-
item achievement test was built to measure the students’ gained knowledge
at the psychology laboratory courses. The test was applied on 456 general
diploma students in the second semester of the academic year 2015-2016.
The number of judges was nine. A computer program was also built for
calculating the cut scores based on the studied methods. The study revealed
the following:

1- Different methods of setting the cut scores showed different
results.

2- The methods used were compared with reference to the evaluation
criteria.

3- Depending on the Technique for Order Preference by Similarity to
Ideal Situation (TOPSIS), the study revealed:

a. The weighted form of the method has a higher rank than its
unweighted counterpart.

b. The compound cumulative method was ranked first, and the
ROC curve method was in the last position, although the
yes/no method is expected to be in this position. The item
mastery method was in the middle rank compared to the rest
of the methods.

Key Words: Cut score.
Criterion-referenced tests.
Angoff method .
Yes/No method.
Compound Cumulative method.

Item Mastery method.

Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC)
Curve method.
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