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INTRODUCTION : = , 1

INTRODUCTION

The area of Egypt is 1.0 million km®. Sandy soils occupy most of
LEgypt's area. Sandy soil is recognized by poor water retention, low
soil fertility, nutrient deficiency and the low contents of organic
matter and clay minerals. The poor preserving water and nutrients in
these soils is very common and could be the main constraints for
agriculture production in these soils. These soils require considerable
applications of inorganic and organic fertilizers. On the other hand,
the distribution pattern of individual exchangeable cation in the sandy
soil was arranged in the descending order of Ca > Na > mg > K

(Abdel-Aziz, 2005).

Cultivation of cereals on sandy soils is considered suitable from
the stand point of agronomic importance and a considerable

proporation of cereals is grown on sandy soil. (Webb ef al., 1997).

Wheat is the most important grain crop allover the world. In
Egypt, it ig the main winter cereal crop. The total area in Egypt
cultivated by wheat is about 2.3 million feddan producing total annual
yield of about five 'millioh tons. However, there is still-a gap between
production and consumption of wheat. Wheat provides more
nourishment for the people of the world than any other food source.
Bread is the principal food made from wheat. Bread has been a basic
food throughout the recorded history of civilized man. Therefore, the

addition of more land becomes necessary to cover up the shortage in



