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3. The Muslim presence in Europe is regarded as a key element in
establishing better communication and co-existence between the
different religions and beliefs by encouraging discussion between
different faiths and ideologies. This will no doubt bolster the bath
towards global peace.

4. Through their religious and cultural legacy as well as their
presence in many different European states, Muslims of Europe
represent a supporting elemient to the efforts of strengthening the
European Union. With its diverse religious and cultural make up,
Eurbpe can act as an important civilizational signpost with a key role

in maintaining international stability between influential world

powers.
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and the right to perform their religious obligations does not serve the
interests of Muslims nor the European societies to which they belong.

6. Muslims of Europe are encouraged to participate in the political
process as active citizens. Real citizenship includes political engagement
from casting one's vote to taking part in political institutions.

7. Muslims of Europe emphasise their respect for pluralism and the

religious and philosophical diversity of the multicultural societies they live

in. They believe that Islam affirms the diversity that exists between people
and so is not discomforted by this multicultural reality. Rather Islam calls
for members of society to appreciate and enrich one another through their

differences.

Islam's Contribution to Europe

1. - The universal and humane principles of Islam endorse the coming
together of the world so long as the rights and particularities . of
peoples are respected and the principles of falmess in trade and co-

operation are observed without exploitation and hegemonic -use of

power. Hence Muslims of Europe consider it their duty to consolidate -

relations between Europe and the Muslim world. This requires that we
free ourgelves from the mutual prejudices and negative impressions
that exist between Islam and the West so that bridges of fruitful
exchange can be built,

2. Given its culturally rich heritage and emphasis on humanity, Islam,
through its presence in Europe, can participate in enhancing important
values in contemporary society such as justice, freedom, fraternity,
equality and solidarity. It gives primacy to moral considerations as
well as to scientific, technical and econdinic progress. This

participation can be beneficial and enriching for the whole society.
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