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Abstract

The articular cartilage consists primarily of a large extracellular matrix with a
sparse population of highly specialized cells, the chondrocytes. The primary
components of the extracellular matrix are water, proteoglycans, and collagens,
with other proteins and glycoproteins. Degeneration of the articular cartilage
compromises the productiv_ity and the quality of life of millions of persons.
Unfortunately, all of the current treatments of damaged or degenerating articular
cartilage have significant limitations. The results of the methods that stimulate
articular cartilage repair are sufficiently encouraging to suggest that repair of the

degenerating cartilage may be possible in the future.

Keywords: Articular cartilage, Degeneration, Osteoarthrosis, Restoration
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