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Note on the transliteration
| have tried wherever possible to follow the
system of transliteration of Arabic characters used in
both the Encyclopedia of Islam (second edition) and the
Annales Islamologiques. However, certain discrepancies
in transliteration inevitably appear, particularly in the
citation of secondary sources.

Consonants:

e 7 y 3 q
< b oS d  k
St o 8 Jd 1
<t BT e m
c g&§ v d O N
c h =t o h
I R/ 5w
2 d g s y
2 d ot 8

B r « f

Short vowels are transcribed as follows: fathah-a,
dammah-u, kasra-i. Long vowels are transcribed: < 1 -
a, s -1, -1 Thetwo diphthongs appear as aw and
ay. The definite article in compound names is always
given as “al”.
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Preface

This thesis proposes to examine the office of the
vizierate in Egypt during the Mamlik period (648-
923 AH / 1250-1517 AD). The subject of this study has
been chosen because it deals with a very important
position that has not been studied before except in an
article presented by Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq'. This article
tackled the meaning of the vizierate, its development
and the supposed duties of the vizier. This article also
included the list of viziers’ names during the Mamliik
period. Also, Muhammad al-Asqar tackled in his book?
the history of the vizierate’s system during that period.
As for the nature of the book, it restricted the writer to
give a quick view to the viziers’ role during that period.

Actually, the importance of the high position of the
viziers in the Mamlik period, in addition to the
influence of this office in the Mamlik society, created
the need for a detailed study comprising this office and
all the artistic works and monuments related to it.The
study concentrates on the office of the vizier and its
historical importance, in addition to his position,
characteristics, duties and architectural works and
artistic pieces during the Mamlik period.

'Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, “Le vizirat et les vizirs d’ Egypt au temps
des mamliks”, Anlsl, Cairo, XVI1, (1980), pp.188-239.
?Muhammad ‘Abd al-Gani al-A3qar, al-Wuzarah wa-\-wuzara’ ft
Misr ‘asr salatin al-mamalik, Cairo, 2011, pp.49-63.
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This thesis attempts to provide that study by
assembling as much as possible to basic information on
the viziers as well as their works in Egypt during the
Mamliik period. In attempting to explore this topic, a
number of previous studies were studied.There have
been several valuable studies that assisted this thesis
such as the studies of the chancelleries.

The chronicles were among the main sources of
information for this thesis such as “Tarik al-Malik al-
Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawin al-Saliht w-Awladuh ™
of al-Suga‘T (d. 745 AH / 1344 AD) provided me with
the basic information about the reign of al-Nasir
Muhammad ibn Qalawin. al-‘Umari (d. 749 AH /
1349 AD) in “Masalik al-absar fi mamalik al-amsar™
has provided the researcher by some useful information
about the classification of the vizier among other
military classes at his time, as it was classified in the
second rank after the sultan and when Na’ib al-saltanah
was innovated, it classified as the third rank after the
sultan and Na’ib al-saltanah in addition to discussing the
costumes of the viziers.

The studies of the biographies were also among
the useful sources that helped the researcher such as the
biography of al-Safadi (d. 764 AH / 1363 AD) “al-Wafi

%al-Suga‘1, Taih al-Malik al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawin al-
Salihi w-Awladuh, released by Barbarah Sheffer, Vesbaden, 1978.
*al-‘Umari, Masalik al-absar fi mamalik al-amsar, released by
Ayman Fu’ad Saiyed, Cairo, IFAQ, V, 1985.
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