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Abstract

Arabic language is one of the most important methods of communication
among community members. It is also the basis of our civilization and progress. At
the elementary stage, Arabic language is considered to be the student's tool for
expressing needs and feelings as well as for academic achievement. Thus, it has
got an exceptional status at this stage.

Language incorporates four basic skills: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. Each skill has a set of sub-skills. Yet, it is noticeable that at this stage,
especially in the first grades, there is an obvious interest in reading and writing
skills due to the benefits accrued to the student.

Therefore, many researchers get more interested in studying reading and
writing skills in terms of their sub-skills, methods of development, along with
students’ problems and difficulties in reading and writing, their causes, as well as
ways to overcome such problems.

Yet, there is a consistent complaint that students of elementary schools in
general and those of Multi Grade One- room Schools in particular suffer special
weakness in reading and writing. In consequence, the researcher accomplished a
pilot study and a series of meetings with Arabic teachers and supervisors at one-
classroom schools, where it became evident that the first grade students at Multi
Grade One- room Schools suffer special weakness in reading and writing a matter
that has been demonstrated in follow-up reports.

A considerable number of studies that investigate reading and writing
problems and ways of dealing with such problems were considered. However,
there is a shortage in the studies that investigate reading and writing problems at
Multi Grade One- room Schools in spite of the importance of this educational stage
which is the stage of acquiring and developing reading and writing skills.

Therefore, the current research aims to answer the following questions:

1. Which reading and writing skills need to be developed for first grade
students of one-classroom schools?

2. To what extent do these students enjoy such skills?

3. Which design of a program based on linguistic games is appropriate to
develop reading and writing skills for first grade students of one-classroom
schools?

4. How effective is the program based on linguistic games in developing
reading and writing skills for first grade students of one-classroom schools?

5. How effective are the linguistic games in developing the attitude of first
grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools towards Arabic language?
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Research Objectives:
This research aims to:

1.

2.

Identify reading and writing skills which are necessary for first grade
students of one-classroom schools.

Identify the extent to which first grade students of Multi Grade One- room
Schools enjoy these skills.

Design a program based on linguistic games to develop reading and writing
skills for first grade students of one-classroom schools.

Identify the effectiveness of a program based on linguistic games in
developing reading and writing skills for first grade students of one-
classroom schools.

Identify the effectiveness of a program based on linguistic games in
developing the attitude of first grade students of Multi Grade One- room
Schools towards Arabic language.

Research Methodology:

The researcher used two approaches, namely:

1.

The descriptive approach: to describe students’ current performance
regarding reading and writing skills through assessing the students’
efficiency before and after applying the program. In addition, it is used in
the theoretical framework.

The quasi-experimental approach: to identify the effectiveness of a
program based on linguistic games in developing reading and writing skills
for first grade students of one-classroom schools, and in developing their
attitude towards Arabic language.

Research limits:

1.

Some Multi Grade One- room Schools that are under the supervision of the
educational administration in Bilbeis / Sharkia Governorate; since it enjoys
a large number of such schools (about 450 schools).

Reading and writing skills that were put under investigation in the pilot
study.

First grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools since mastering
reading and writing at this level is essential for maintaining learning at these
schools.

Some linguistic games which fit both first grade students of Multi Grade
One- room Schools as well as the skills which are to be developed.
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Research Tools:

The current research tools are as follows:
A list of reading and writing skills.
Reading test.

Writing test.

Note card.

A program based on linguistic games.
Teacher’s handbook.

Attitude scale.

NogakrowdPE

Research procedures:

The research has been conducted according to the following procedures:

Firstly: to answer the first question: “Which reading and writing skills need to
be developed for first grade students of one-classroom schools?”, the researcher
has prepared a list of reading and writing skills which fit first grade students of
Multi Grade One- room Schools through considering:

e The objectives of teaching Arabic language in general, and those of teaching
reading and writing in particular. It worth noticing that these objectives have
been identified by the Ministry of Education for one-classroom schools.

e The previous studies and journals (both in Arabic and English language) that
relate to reading and writing skills.

The books that touched on reading and writing.
The characteristics of Arabic language.

e The recommendations of some experts in linguistic studies, and in curricula
and teaching methods, in addition to the recommendations of some
supervisors of Arabic language.

The conducted list was submitted to a group of judges. Then, it was modified to
the final form according to the judges’ recommendations.

Secondly: to answer your second question: “To what extent do these students
enjoy such skills?”, the researcher has prepared a “reading test” and a “writing
test” which were submitted to a group of judges. Then, they were modified to their
final forms according to the judges’ recommendations. Then, the researcher
prepared the table of test specifications.

After that, the researcher applied both the “reading test” and the “writing test” on a
sample of first grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools to identify the
extent to which first grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools enjoy these
skills.
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Thirdly: to answer the third question: “Which design of a program based on
linguistic games is appropriate to develop reading and writing skills for first grade
students of one-classroom schools?”, the researcher has designed a program based
on linguistic games to develop reading and writing skills through considering its
elements:

e Program philosophy.

e Program designing-rules.

e Program objectives.

e Program Content: which includes some linguistic games which fit both first
grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools as well as the skills which
are to be developed.

Teaching methods
Teaching aids.
Evaluation methods.
Program syllabus.

The researcher has developed a teacher’s handbook which includes several lessons,
each lesson consists of:
1. Objectives of the lesson.
2. Time plan of the lesson.
3. Presentation of the lesson:
e Warm-up
e Presenting the educational game: (aims of the game — preparation of the
game - Tools — rules of the game — the allocated time - the
number of participating students).
4. Evaluation.

After that, the designed program and the teacher’s handbook were submitted to a
group of judges. Then, they were modified to their final forms according to the
judges’ recommendations.

Fourthly: to answer the fourth question: “How effective is the program based
on linguistic games in developing reading and writing skills for first grade students
of one-classroom schools?”:

e A sample of first grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools were
divided into two groups (experimental - control).

e The “reading test” and the “writing test” were pre-applied on the chosen
sample.

e The program based on linguistic games was applied on the experimental
group, while the traditional method was used with the control group.

e The “reading test” and the “writing test” were post-applied on the chosen
sample.



Abstract

Results were processed statistically to identify the effectiveness of a
program based on linguistic games in developing reading and writing skills
for first grade students of one-classroom schools.

Giving recommendations and suggestions.

Fifthly: To answer the fifth question: “How effective are the linguistic games in
developing the attitude of first grade students of Multi Grade One- room Schools
towards Arabic language?”:

A scale of attitude towards Arabic language was prepared. The scale has
included four axes: importance of Arabic language in students’ life, Arabic
language teacher and her method of teaching, degree of interest in reading
and writing, degree of enjoyment while studying Arabic language.

The prepared scale was submitted to a group of judges. Then, it was
modified to its final form according to the judges’ recommendations.

The scale was applied in its final form before and after applying the
program.

Results were processed statistically to identify the effectiveness of a
program based on linguistic games in developing the attitude of first grade
students of Multi Grade One- room Schools towards Arabic language.
Giving recommendations and suggestions.

Results:
The research reached many results, the most important are:

1.

There is a statistical significant difference at (0.01, 0.05) in the mean of the
scores of the experimental group students in the post-test of reading when
compared to the mean of their scores in the pre-test of reading in favor of
the former.

There is a statistical significant difference at (0.01) between the mean of
the scores of the experimental group students in the post-test of reading
and that of the scores of the control group students in favor of the former.

There is a statistical significant difference at (0.01) in the mean of the
scores of the experimental group students in the post-test of writing when
compared to the mean of their scores in the pre-test of writing in favor of
the former.

There is a statistical significant difference at (0.01) between the mean of
the scores of the experimental group students in the post-test of writing and
that of the scores of the control group students in favor of the former.

There is a statistical significant difference at (0.01) in the mean of the
scores of the experimental group students in the post-assessment of attitude



