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INTRODUCTION

I[norganic lead is an environmental and occupational contaminant

which has been a persistent source of toxicological concern in the past

and continues to be at the present time.(1) -

Lead (Pb) has béen used fof thousands of years and its toxicity has
been recognized for centuries. It was only in the nineteenth century
when the hazard of lead to health become well recognized e-.g. in
printing and pottery industries.(2) ‘Burton, in 1840 described 'The
Burtonian line®, a blue line' on the gums, as a Sign of lead absorption,
and chemical methods for the detection of lead in blood or urine were

further developed.

Occupational exposure to lead:

The higheét and most prolonged exposures to pp have béen found
among workers who come into contact with lead duri;ig melting, refining
and, manufacturing industries. - Cable industries, chemical
industry and the manufacture of electric storz;ge batteries aré
responsible for the largest consumption of Pb This industry uses both
metallic Pb in the form of lead oxides and lead antimony alloy in about -

equal proportions.(3)

Concerning the general population, the major anthropogenic

sources of pp have been referred to canned food and auto emissions.



