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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to determine medical causes of maternal
deaths and to identify important risk factors predisposing women to maternal
death. In order to meet these objectives, a matched case-control smdy design,
with data collection from four hospitals in Sana'a city, was used. A total of 140
maternal deaths were identified in the selected hospitals from January 1990 to
December 1999. This rmdmg reveal a maternal mortality rauu of 266 per
© 100 ,000.live births. ©

Regarding the medical causes of maternal death, the study found 61% of

maternal- deaths were due to direct obstetric causes, Hepam'< haernorrhage
: ,pregnm.cy—relatcd mfectlon ang toxa\,mlu v«eru, in tl'at or-.len ,omect\u-\, top fuur
causes for maternal deaths.

a Usmg a multlple condmona] log15tlc regressmn techmque th:ee vanable° - - -
' -appeared to " be.significant rlsk factors. These vanab,es arc: s\,rmus conmnou on- . L

_-hospitai admission, pnmlpanty, and illness durmg index pregnancy

‘Overall, ‘the: resuits hxghhght maternal mcrtality as’ fiot only amedlca"
problem - but also a public. health prob]em w1th a strong social and culturaj

-dunvumon witich needs e gent-action i Y emer.

- Key words -Maternal Mortahty, Causes of Maternal Mortallty Rxsk Factors of

~‘Materna! Mo"tahty "ate'nal Me: allty Ratio. - - - S
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