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INTRODUCTION 

 

The ultimate goal of the restorative dentistry is to restore a missing 

tooth structure to its natural form, function, and appearance to positively 

impact the patient's self-esteem, especially with increased interest and 

public awareness of esthetic consideration.  (22) Esthetics and the ability to 

maintain esthetic appearance over time are among the major attributes of 

final restoration. 

 

  Success of ceramic restorations from the esthetic point of view is 

completely dependant on the harmony between the restoration and the 

patient's natural dentition. Such harmony is evolved by the esthetic triad 

of form, texture, and color. 

 

 The color of a natural tooth is a combination of its optical 

properties, and its reproduction using ceramic restoration is quiet 

difficult, for it is difficult to select, communicate, reproduce and evaluate 

objectively. (15) 

      

  Matching the color of ceramic restoration with the color of natural 

teeth is a matter of both art and science through complete understanding 

of color system and precise shade selection. This is complicated by the 

limitations of the shade guides themselves and by the sources of light 

used. 

 

  

  

 Proper shade selection for ceramic restoration is a demanding task 

even for experienced dental practitioners, as traditionally the selection has 


