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A Summary of the Study

Title Comparative Study of Self Concept , Social Anxiety
and Self Assertion between Hard of Hearing and the Normal

First: Introduction

Handicapped people of various categories represent a big number in the
society. Because of their educational and psychological requirements differ
from normals and that their special needs depend on the kind of their disability.

The category of people who are hard of hearing are considered on the
borderline as they are neither deaf nor normal. The most crucial consequence
is that the disabled individual is week in articulating, or even completely
unable to clearly speak. The hearing defect also affects his communication with
others, the building up of emotions, temper and his mental abilities. In Egypt,
the phenomenon of hard of hearing is alarmingly spreading. Statistics of 1994
show that the percentage among school children was 7.7% but this rate has
been continuously rising and reached such an extent that this problem needs to
be taken into consideration.

By reviewing a number of available previous studies the researcher detected
that persons who are hard of hearing suffer from various psychological and
behavioral problems when compared with the normal.

Some of these problems are the difficulty of approaching and
communicating with others, the feeling of isolation and frustration and an
inadequacy in adaptation. Most of them develop the behavior of denial or
counter-attack as they refuse to admit that they don’t hear well and accuse the
others of speaking in a low voice or in an unclear way. They reject using any
hearing aids to conceal their disability and to avoid spoiling the appearance of
their bodies by showing the handicap openly. They very frequently suffer from
emotional disorders and social anxiety and are also more violent and aggressive
than their healthy equivalents.

Considering the aforementioned, the question about the psychological

characteristics of persons who have hard of hearing arose to the researcher and
for which she is attempting to find the answer in this study.

Second: Scientific Terms of the Study



1) Hard of Hearing

A person who suffers from a partial hearing defect or a level of hearing
deficiency that unable him/her to normally comprehend and react to
educational or social signs without the help of certain hearing-aids

2) Normals

A person who has a good, acute sense of hearing and therefore is able to
comprehend and react normally to educational or social signs without the help
of any special means.

3) Self-Concept

This is the image or opinion a person has about himself. It is an assemble of
ideas and visualizations an individual has made about himself which might be
either negative, positively realistic or ideal. These characteristics indicate
whether a person is in harmony with himself or not.

4) Social Anxiety

The condition resulting from prediction or actual occurrence to asses in an
imaginary or real personal interacting situation filled with anxious reactions
and confrontation.

5) Self-Assertion

It is not only the concept of assuring oneself but also of training oneself to
become positively oriented, of dominating, of giving orders and controlling
others. It also means to be able to express one’s positive feelings in general,
such as friendship and love, admiration and gratitude, and many more. As a
general rule, it means the freedom of conveying positive feelings and actions
similarly regardless of their positive or negative inclination.

Third: Sample of the Study

The study sample consists of 100 male and female pupils aged between 12 and
15. They were divided into two groups:

1- The 50-pupil group with hearing deficiencies consisting of 25 male and 25
female pupils

2- The group of 50 pupils, namely 25 males and 25 females, with acute sense
of hearing



Fourth: Tools of the Study

1. The Tennessee Measure for Self-Concept ~ Preparation: Dr. Souhir Kamel

2. Application Form of primary data Preparation: The Researcher

3. Measure of Social Anxiety Preparation: The Researcher

4. Measure of Self-Assertion Preparation: Dr. Mohamed El-
Taeb

Fifth: Study Assumption

1-

Statistical evidence shows differences between the average degrees of the
two groups (the group of having good hearing and that of being hard of
hearing) in all study variables (self-conception, social anxiety, and self-
assertion).

Statistical evidence shows differences between the males who are hard of
hearing and males who have good hearing in all study variables (self-
conception, social anxiety, and self-assertion).

Statistical evidence shows differences between the females who are hard of
hearing and males who have good hearing in all study variables (self-
conception, social anxiety, and self-assertion).

Sixth: Applied Statistic Methods

1-

1)

2)

A bilateral analysis 2x1 on statistic grouping SPPS
Seventh: Result of the Study:

Evident, statistical evidence shows differences (at level 0.001) between the
hearing handicapped and those with good hearing senses in the study
variables, the social anxiety, self-assertion and self-conception. This result
supports the first assumption.

Obvious, statistical evidence shows differences (at level 0.001) between the
male pupils who are hard of hearing and the males who have good hearing
in all the study variables, self-conception, social anxiety, and self-assertion.
This outcome supports the second assumption.

3) Obvious, statistical evidence shows differences (at level 0.001) between the

female pupils who are hard of hearing and the female ones who have good
hearing in all the study variables, self-conception, social anxiety, and self-
assertion. This supports the third assumption.
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Summary:

The Self Concept. Social Anxiety and Self Assertion between hard of
Hearing and the Normal, Handicapped people of various categories
represent a big number in the society. Because of their educational and
psychological requirements differ from normals and that their special needs
depend on the kind of their disability. Some of these problems are the
difficulty of approaching and communicating with others, the feeling of
isolation and frustration and an inadequacy in adaptation. Most of them
develop the behavior of denial or counter-attack as they refuse to admit that
they don’t hear well and accuse the others of speaking in a low voice or in
an unclear way. They reject using any hearing aids to conceal their
disability and to avoid spoiling the appearance of their bodies by showing
the handicap openly. They very frequently suffer from emotional disorders
and social anxiety and are also more violent and aggressive than their
healthy equivalents.

Keywords:
- Comparative Study.
- Self Concept , Social Anxiety.
- Self Assertion between Hard.
- Hearing and the Normal
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