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Introduction

Flax had been cultivated by ancient Egyptians since 4000
vears. Flax is a bast fiber (phloem fiber) taken from stalks of the
plant Linum usitatissimum L. When processed into yarn or
fabric it is called Linen. The word flax comes from the Anglo-
Saxon word Fleax while linen from Lin. Nile Delta in addition
to Giza and El-Favoum are the most common regions of flax
cultivation in Egypt. Flax has strong competition with other
important winter crops such as wheat. bean and clover on the
limited cultivation area. Therefore, it was introduced recently at
the new reclaimed area of the eastern and western deserts.
Consequently, it is well acquainted that flax production areas are

distributed in various geographical regions.

Flax plays an important role in the Egyptian national
egconomy. It is a versatile crop that contributes for many
products manufactured from fibers, shives and seeds. Flax fiber
is early used in manufacturing various kinds of textiles and
twines and thereafter, it is used in the manufacture of high-grade
paper. The woody part of flax stem, which is called after
breaking "flax shives" is a good raw material for the developing
and widelv used particle boards industries. Flax seeds are
considered as a traditional source of industrial vegetable oil and
it is the main stay of the oil-based paints, varnish and linoleum
industries. Oil of flax seeds has a high content of the rapidly
oxidized fatty acid (lenolenic) which gives high grade of drying




