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Abstract:

Cutaneus vasculitis (CV) comprises a diverse group of disorders that
combine segmentalinflammationwith necrosis of blood vessles. Fibrin
deposition and intravascular thrombosis are seen in CV, suggesting local
endothelial cell activation. Endothelial cells are important regulators of
pro-and anticoagulant intravascular processes, and also of fibrinolytic
properties. Levels of tissue factor (TF), von Willibrand factor
(procoagulants) and thrombomodulin (anticoagulant) were found to be
increased in CV. Also, abnormal fibrinolysis, in which, tissue-
plasminogen activator was increased in early lesions and decreased in
late lesions of CV and plasiminogen activator inhibitor-1 was increased in
late cases. In this study, plasma levels of TF and tissue factor pathway
inhibitor (TFPI, which 1s mhibitor of TF-imitiated coagulation) were
measured in 34 patients with CV. In comparison with the control (n=10),
there was a significant increase in TF(p<0.01) in the CV group. This
elevation is variable with the duration of the disease, Late cases (22
weeks) and lymphocytic vasculitis showed significantly higher levels of
TF than early cases (<2 weeks) and leukocytoclastic vasculitis
respectively. These differences may due to mononuclear cell ifiltration
which can produce TF by a variety of cytokines and the hypofibrinolytic
phase occurs in these late cases. The results of the present study about
TFPI showed insignificantly - lower levels in patients than controls. This

may possibly be attributed to consumption of TFPL.

Key Words:

Cutaneous vasculitis — Coagulation cascade — Tissue factor (TF) - Tissue

factor pathway inhibitor (TFPI).






