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INTRODUCTION

Sugar beet is a specialized type of Beta vulgaris L. beet grown for
sugar production. About 45% of sugar in the wbrld is normally produced
from beet. Since about hundred years sugar beet has been cultivated in
Europe, Russia, U.S.A and in some countries in Asia for sugar
production. Recently, sugar beet has become an important source for

sugar in Egypt.

In order to meet the increase in sugar consumption in Egypt, and
the difficulty in extending area under sugar cane in southern part of the
country, sugar beet has become the second important crop for sugar
production; especially it can be grown in Northern part of the country in

the newly cultivated area.

In Egypt, the cultivated area of sugar beet was increased from
38,000 fad. in 1992 season to 103,000 fad. in 1998 season, as well as the

total production increased to 1,167 m. ton/sugar in 1998 season .

The Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture exerting a tremoundous
efforts to increase the yield and quality of sugar beet plant through

improving agricultural practices to face the increasing demand of sugar.

Nitrogen is the most important element of those supplied to sugar

beet as fertilizers because few soils contain sufficient amount in an
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