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Abstract

The Great Desert also witnessed a steady trade movement,
especially the trade of Sudan, which was considered the most
important factors of French-Ottoman struggle, in addition to
France's occupation of Algeria in 1830. After that, France
attempted by all means to extend its powers to the Great Desert.
Therefore, the occupation of Algeria was one of the factors of
Ottoman-French struggle. France managed to hold economic ties
with Al-Azkar, represented in Ghadames pact in 1862, by virtue
of which France became a party in desert trade. The French did
not acknowledge the sovereignty of Tuareg Al-Azkar on their
lands, as well as the rights pertaining to them, including taxes,
protection and trade. However, that was just a temporary (truce)
where time was not apt for occupation and maneuver. Their aims
were to cross over to Sudan and obtain all the information possible
about the area. This was from the clause which stipulated that
Tuareg were committed to protect those who came as
(Negotiators) to their lands, In other words, the important role
played by Tuareg between the desert and Sudan had to be taken

advantage of, since no one else could play that role.
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