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INTRobucTI0

omen represents half of the population. The full
participatién and partnership of both women and
men is \.zery ~important  for sustainable
development'. Women around the world hope for the future, for
better livés, for themselves, education and prosperity for their
" children and security for their families. A broad array of social,
political and economical changes are needed to overcome the
poverty, lack of education and limited control of women over their

own lives which often keep women’s hopes from becoming true.™

Women are the same as men, yet they are different. Both are
similar as human beings, yet different as a result of their biological
and physi‘ological make up. Such differences should be recognized,

appreciated and treated from the beginning with respect.(z’

Throughout history, however, society has tended to
emphasize the differences and separate women on all Kinds of
grounds: political, social, economic and cultural. When these

differences become synonymous with inequities and discrimination,




