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INTRODUCTION AND AIM OF WORK. 1

IN TRODUCTION AND AIM OF WORK

Varicocele is an abnormal dilatation of the pampiniform plexus of
veins draining the testicles. It is found in about 15% of the general male
population and from 21-41% in men attending an infertility clinic (Saypol,

1984).

Varicocele detected by radiological imaging in patients without a
palpable varicocele are considered as subclinical varicocele (Jarow et al.,

1995).

Variety of explanations of the relation between varicocele and
infertility have been proposed. They include, sperm damage from elevated
testicular temperature, retention of wasted products in the slowly flowing
plexus and high concentration of testesterone and other hormones in these

vesseles (Turner, 1983).

Varicocele can affect-different ages including childhood (Oster,

1971).

The indications for management of varicocele include, pain, mass
causing psychic or cosmetic problems, subfertility and infertility (Saypol,

1984).

-~ Undoubtedly, the different methods of management of varicocele
result in the relief of pain, mass and improvement of semen parameters in
about 58% to 71% of cases with pregnancy success in about 25% to 55%

of the female partners (Greenberg, 1983).
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The different methods of management of varicocele include medical

4

and surgical management .

Only since Tulloch's report in 1952, on successful varicocele
surgery resulting in restored fertility, and his assumption of pathogenetic

interaction between advanced varicocele and inhibited fertility (Tulloch's

1952).

The aim of our work is to compare the value of surgical and:

laproscopic varicocelectomy in the management of varicocele.






