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ABSTRACT

14 Barki and 18 Rahmani ewes with their lambs were used to
examine the effect of blindfolding of ewes at the second week after
lambing on maternal and neonatal behaviour. To study the responses of
Barki dams to their lambs with blackened body regions (completely
blackened, blackened body except head, blackened head, blackened a
circle round each eye and blackening rump with tail), 28 Barki ewes with
their lambs were subjected to blackening treatment. Furthermore, 9
Rahmani and 9 Barki ewes with their lambs were used to investigate the
responses of both Rahmani and Barki dams to brown coloured Barki
lambs.

Blindfolding had a significant influence on number of acceptance
at the udder in Barki (P<0.01) and Rahmani (P<0.05) ewes. Blindfolded
Barki ewes accepted 14% of the alien lambs at their udder whether
blindfolded or non-blindfolded. As well, blindfolded Rahmani ewes
accepted 22% of blindfolded and 11% of non-blindfolded alien lambs at
their udders. Whereas, Blindfolded Barki and Rahmani ewes rejected at
the udder 57% and 33% of the blindfolded own lambs, respectively.

Maternal behaviour of Barki ewes was negatively affected by
changing the appearance of their lambs. Meanwhile, Rahmani ewes did
not accept at their udder any brown coloured Barki lamb.

The results support some previous contention that visual clues are
of major importance in ewe-lamb bond at the early stages of lamb’s life.
It may be recommended to use the blindfolding technique in grafting
orphan or disowned lambs.

Key words:Barki, Rahmani, sheep, blindfolding, blackening, grafting,
visual cue.
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The present study was carried out at the Sheep and Goat Farm of the Faculty
of Agriculture, Cairo University (2006). The main objective was to study the
importance of visual cue in recognition ability between ewes and lambs using
two native breeds (Barki and Rahmani). The obtained results cast light on the
following:

1. It may be recommended to use blindfolding of ewes as one mean in grafting
of alien (orphan or disowned) lambs.
2. Changes in the colour of the lamb can result in ewe lamb rejection .

( Key Words : Barki, Rahmani, sheep, blindfolding, blackening, grafting, visual cue)
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