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Bernard Williams (1932 - 1995)

Six feet three inches tall, with keenly observant eyes, Bernard Williams
presented an imposing figure in one-to-one contact. A conversation with him soon
revealed his sharp intellect and, with a great enthusiasm for life and a particular
ardour for medicine. What also became apparent was his open-minded approach to
- anyproblem and his complete honesty.

Bernard spent the greater part of his professional career in Birmingham,
England but achieved international recognition for his work, particularly m the
field of syringomyelia and disorders of cerebrospinal fluid circulation. He wrote.
extensively on this as well as other topics and regularly gave lectures in his own
witty and entertaining style. He read extensively beyond medicine and had a
particular interest in the English language. He was prone to introduce neologisms
into his conversation and introduced new terms in his areas of clinica! interest, for
example “hindbrain hernia” as a descriptive term to replace the eponymous
¢ Arnold-Chiari” malformation.

He was in his early 60s but remained young at heart with youthful ideas and
habits. On a bright summer morning in July 1995 he mounted his 750-;:(:
motorbike to travel from Birmingham to London. Within half a mile he fell victim
to the impetuous baste of moming rush hour traffic. He died three weeks later
without regaining consciousness. Tragically premature, the manner of his death |
was somehow in keeping with his charismatic lifestyle. The world of neurosurgery
has lost one of its most énthusiastic members but, through his writings, he has
taught us a great deal and has significantly advanced our underétanding of
syringomyelia, to the benefit of a great many patients worldwide. Those who knew -
him well leamt the virtue of being honest. e

Hussien El-Maghraby ...



et



