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Box 3.5 Leishmania species and main characteristics of the associated

infections

Species

L. aethiopica

L. donovani

L. infantum

L. major

L. tropica

L. braziliensis
complex*

L. chagasi

L. mexicana
complex*

Characteristics
Old World species

— Cutaneous, self-healing,
also diffuse cutaneous.
— Zoonotic.

— Visceral, kala-azar and
post-kala-azar dermal
leishmanoid (PKDL).

— Anthroponotic.

— Visceral.
— Zoonotic (dogs).

— Cutaneous, se!f-healing.
— Rural, zoonotic.

— Cutaneous. self-healing,
with possible recurring
statellite lesions (called
“recidivans™).

— Urban, anthroponotic.

New World species

— Cutaneous and
mucocutaneous.
— Zoonotic.

— Visceral.
— Zoonotic (dogs).

— Cutaneous, and a few
mucocutaneous reported
in Panama.

— Zoonotic.

* These represent many related organisms.

Major foci

Eastern Africa

India, Eastern Africa

Europe, North Africa
Mediterranean basin
and Western Asia

Mediterranean basin
and Western Asia;
also reported in Africa

Latin America

Latin America

Latin America

Norte: Classification of Leishinania species merely by the form of the disease they give rise to has become less
z:ceptable as more sophisticated methods of identification have become available. For instance. organisms with
=2 biochemical characteristics of L. infantusn have been reported to produce cutaneous lesions. and L. imgjor and
L. wropica have been isolated from patients suffering from visceral disease.
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