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Abstract



e Researcher Name: Christeen Emad Samy Dawood.

e Research Title : Locke's concept of truth.

e Research place : Ain-Shams University - Faculty of Education -
Department of Philosophy and Sociology.

e Research Aim : Discovering the nature of Truth for John Locke,
and the Influence of understanding truth on different human aspects
in knowledge, religion and society.

The Thesis includes an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion as

well as a summary and an abstract in Arabic and English, and finally a list
of sources and references:

Introduction: a definition of the research subject, its importance, and
its sub-issues.

The first Chapter addresses '*Sensation’ as an experimental base for
John Locke who believes in the possibility of interpretation of the origin of
human knowledge without presupposing any innate meanings in our minds.
So we have to deny these illusions because when man was born, his mind
was void of any of innate idea. Therefore Locke sees that sensation is the
main source of all our meanings and the sensitive experience is the
Objective base for human knowledge.

The Second Chapter tackles "ldeas and their nature' through
investigating the origin of ideas for Locke who classifies ideas into two
sorts: simple and complex ideas. He reaches the conclusion that all ideas of
our minds depend on sense and experience without presupposing any
innate ideas in the mind. This in turn explains the effectiveness of human
mind in forming complex ideas based on his natural Capacities which help
him to distinguish, compare, add, and Relate ideas which we derive from
the apparent and internal sense.

The Third Chapter: ""Knowledge and truth discusses knowledge for
Locke which is up to human mind. Mind is concerned with ideas and can't
go beyond sensitive experience. Accordingly, Locke classifies Knowledge
into two types: the first type is mental Knowledge which in turn is divided
into intuitive and demonstrative Knowledge, whereas the second type is
sensitive knowledge. In the light of these two types, we know existence
depending on our own existence by intuition; we know the existence of god
by demonstration, and finally we know the existence of things of the
external world by sense. This means that for Locke, Knowledge is not



isolated from our cognitive abilities. At the same time, Locke recognizes
that there are some bounds which reflect the narrowness of human
knowledge and the insufficiency our cognitive capacities and which
deprive us of reaching the absolute truth and realizing the nature of beings
that are beyond our perception and our sensible world. This can be
attributed to the fact that we don't realize existence itself and that there is
no correspondence between knowledge and existence or between idea and
object. So all truths that man realizes are within his cognitive capacities,
and this is the tenor of Locke's theory of knowledge.

The fourth and last chapter *‘truth and understanding of religion*,
addresses reasonableness of Christianity which is far from the religious
authority or rather Enthusiasts. For Locke rational Christianity means that
every one seeks truth coming through revelation by his own mind and
acknowledges faith in accordance with mind which urges interpretation of
religion in a way suitable to Simple capacities of rational creatures so as to
get to truth which is persuasive to him. So, for Locke, truth finds its way to
mind through mental persuasion, thus power of true religion resides in
persuasion of reason. Accordingly, faith is deepened in man's mind because
Locke contends that faith is an assent founded on the highest reason and
that what reason amounts to through human knowledge is a human truth,
not an absolute truth which is farfetched since it's beyond man's cognitive
faculties.

Finally, the conclusion yields the most important Findings of the
research as follows: First of all, for Locke, Claiming the absolute truth isn't
based on cognitive basis represented in sense, intuition or demonstration.
Moreover, the limits of our cognitive capacities to reach the absolute truth
is an evidence of Pluralism of truths and that no one can impose his own
vision of truth on others. Pluralism of truth requires tolerance as a
prerequisite for dialogue of religions. Furthermore, by the activation of the
principle which says: "live and let others live", and intolerance ends
between humans and civilization flourishes in such a way that secularism
becomes a prerequisite for liberating people from all kinds of social,
cultural, religious and political suppression.



Key- concepts:

Sensation.

Sensitive experience.
Reason.

Ideas.

Simple ideas.
Complex ideas.

Real ideas.
Knowledge.
Intuitive knowledge.

Demonstrative knowledge.

Sensitive knowledge.
Truth.

Mental truth.

Real truth.
Dogmatism.
Enthusiasts.
Tolerance.
Secularism.
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