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*Introduction:

Preserving residual renal function has
always been the primary clinical goal for every
nephrologist managing patients with chronic
kidney disease. There is no reason why this
important goal should not extend to patients with
stage 5 chronic kidney disease receiving dialysis. .2

During the past few years, it has become
increasingly evident that residual renal function
(RRF) is an important and independent predictor
of poor outcome in patients with chronic kidney
disease (CKD)..2

Initiation of dialysis is associated with
gradual loss of RRF over time. As compared with
hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis is reported to be
associated with a slower decline of RRF. Also,
RRF depends on several factors that may affect its

1
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decline independent of dialysis. The analysis of
RRF decline on dialysis is therefore complex. 2

The important association between residual
renal function and survival in dialysis patients was
first reported in the mid 1990s by Maiorca et al
They evaluated residual renal function as a
separate factor and showed that the persistence of
residual renal function conferred survival benefit
in peritoneal dialysis patients. .* Several
subsequent cohort studies observed similar
findings that residual renal function but not the
dose of peritoneal dialysis was a powerful
predictor of survival in patients on peritoneal
dialysis.

The importance of residual renal function
(RRF) during dialysis is increasingly being
recognized. In dialysis patients, RRF is an
independent predictor of actuarial patient survival.
Each 1 mL/min of RRF [measured as the
glomerular filtration rate (GFR)] is associated
with a nearly 50% reduction in the rate of
mortality.
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