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Abstract:

The concept of political freedom in Islamic thought was
formed during the era of the prophet, depending on Qur'an and
Sunna as the main authority to define such a concept. The
concept was fully practiced on the ground under the reign of the
orthodox caliphs who provided Islamic history with practical
chance to test the Islamic theory away from the divine inspiration
and the infallibility of the prophet in a way that proved the
realism of this theory.

Following the period of the Orthodox Caliphate, Islamic
thinkers differed in their interpretation of the religious texts.
Some interpretations tried to positively cope with the needs of the
moment, adapting the reality of their time to the implications of
the texts, but many others were negatively affected by the
challenges of a reality that urged them to manipulate the texts in
an attempt to legitimate such a reality under the name of Islam.
On another note, the moderation of some Islamic thinkers have
contributed to bridge the gap between the seemingly conflicting
Islamic and western attitudes, which give hope to reach a
compromise concerning some other controversial issues within a
new context.

On the other hand, western political thought has relied upon
rationality in examining and analyzing the human experience and
its development since the beginning of history. The concept of
political freedom has been developing in western thought,
witnessing a turning point with the emergence of liberalism and
the theories it has entailed that discuss the issue of freedom, its
criteria, its limits as well as its guaranties. In fact, liberal thought
has been able to occupy an eminent position in the world political
thought Dby establishing a humanitarian theory that has
contributed to setting up the greatest technological civilization
witnessed by history. It is unequivocal, thus, that we need to
continue a well-planned cultural dialogue between the Islamic
east and the liberal west, in an attempt, on both sides, to benefit
from the cultural and intellectual heritage of the other.
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Abstract in English

This thesis is concerned with the investigation of the
concept of political freedom in contemporary Islamic and liberal
thought. Political freedom, a term that is included as an intrinsic part
of almost significant in all constitutions, has a special significance
on all fields of human life. Many wars have been lunched under the
pretext of achieving such the political freedom, and the calls of
international community to promote the practice of the political
freedom as one of main gains of human civilization are increasing
day after day.

After the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 on the
United States, some western intellectuals argued that the first
serious step to the counter the Islamic fundamental terrorism
should be the enhancing of political freedom in the Middle East
especially in the Islamic and Arab countries.

Other western intellectuals tend to expect that the
future of the world will witness a crash between civilizations;
they claim that Islam does not accept the other, and according to
this allegation, there would never be a dialogue between the
west and the Islamic east.

On the other hand, contemporary Islamic
intellectuals have held deferent opinions as far as this issue is
concerned. some of them reject all eastern ideologies as
unacceptable and unwelcome in the Islamic society. To them,
the solution to the repeat of the concept of freedom should be
thought in Islamic itself and nowhere else.

Other Islamic intellectuals believe that the culture
hegemony and imperialism are the main motives that lie behind
the west's interest in promoting liberalism in the east. In the
other word liberalism for westerns is just justification for their
attempt to put the east under control.



In the light of these conflicts thoughts, the researcher
analyses the concept of political freedom in contemporary
Islamic and liberal thought by using the contrastive analysis
method.

The study aims at:

o0 Defining the concept of political in both Islamic and
liberal thought.

o Specifying of the aspects of similarities and dissimilarities
between two thoughts.

o Investigating the probabilities of using the concept of
political freedom for achieving the reconciliation between
the Islamic culture and liberal culture.

The methodology of the study:

Different methods will be used to conduct this study such
as the contrastive, social historical method. In addition, the
researcher will make some interviews with some of the Islamic
religious elite who have shaped contemporary Islamic thought.

The study is divided into the following:
o The definition of "freedom".
The definition of "political".
The definition of political freedom.
The concept of Islamic thought and the other related
concepts.
The historical development of the concept of freedom
(thought and movement).
The concept of liberal thought.
Political freedom and democracy.
Political freedom and social freedom.
How does the east perceive the freedom in the west?
How does the west perceive the freedom in the east?
The similarities and dissimilarities between the concept of
political freedom in both western mentality and eastern
mentality.
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Abstract:

The concept of political freedom in Islamic thought was formed during the era of the prophet,
depending on Qur'an and Sunna as the main authority to define such a concept. The concept was fully
practiced on the ground under the reign of the orthodox caliphs who provided Islamic history with practical
chance to test the Islamic theory away from the divine inspiration and the infallibility of the prophet in a way
that proved the realism of this theory.

Following the period of the Orthodox Caliphate, Islamic thinkers differed in their interpretation of
the religious texts. Some interpretations tried to positively cope with the needs of the moment, adapting the
reality of their time to the implications of the texts, but many others were negatively affected by the
challenges of a reality that urged them to manipulate the texts in an attempt to legitimate such a reality
under the name of Islam. On another note, the moderation of some Islamic thinkers have contributed to
bridge the gap between the seemingly conflicting Islamic and western attitudes, which give hope to reach a
compromise concerning some other controversial issues within a new context.

On the other hand, western political thought has relied upon rationality in examining and analyzing
the human experience and its development since the beginning of history. The concept of political freedom
has been developing in western thought, witnessing a turning point with the emergence of liberalism and the
theories it has entailed that discuss the issue of freedom, its criteria, its limits as well as its guaranties. In
fact, liberal thought has been able to occupy an eminent position in the world political thought by
establishing a humanitarian theory that has contributed to setting up the greatest technological civilization
witnessed by history. It is unequivocal, thus, that we need to continue a well-planned cultural dialogue
between the Islamic east and the liberal west, in an attempt, on both sides, to benefit from the cultural and
intellectual heritage of the other.
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Abstract:

The concept of political freedom in Islamic thought was formed during the era of the prophet,
depending on Qur'an and Sunna as the main authority to define such a concept. The concept was fully
practiced on the ground under the reign of the orthodox caliphs who provided Islamic history with practical
chance to test the Islamic theory away from the divine inspiration and the infallibility of the prophet in a way
that proved the realism of this theory.

Following the period of the Orthodox Caliphate, Islamic thinkers differed in their interpretation of
the religious texts. Some interpretations tried to positively cope with the needs of the moment, adapting the
reality of their time to the implications of the texts, but many others were negatively affected by the
challenges of a reality that urged them to manipulate the texts in an attempt to legitimate such a reality
under the name of Islam. On another note, the moderation of some Islamic thinkers have contributed to
bridge the gap between the seemingly conflicting Islamic and western attitudes, which give hope to reach a
compromise concerning some other controversial issues within a new context.

On the other hand, western political thought has relied upon rationality in examining and analyzing
the human experience and its development since the beginning of history. The concept of political freedom
has been developing in western thought, witnessing a turning point with the emergence of liberalism and the
theories it has entailed that discuss the issue of freedom, its criteria, its limits as well as its guaranties. In
fact, liberal thought has been able to occupy an eminent position in the world political thought by
establishing a humanitarian theory that has contributed to setting up the greatest technological civilization
witnessed by history. It is unequivocal, thus, that we need to continue a well-planned cultural dialogue
between the Islamic east and the liberal west, in an attempt, on both sides, to benefit from the cultural and
intellectual heritage of the other.
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