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Sources of Artistic Creativity in
Contemporary Architecture
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This research discusses the process of
artistic creativity in contemporary
architecture. Its Goals can be
summarized in analyzing this creative
process to its main elements and
extracting its tools of design and
mechanisms of thinking. Also the
analysis of modern architectural
trends and forming an understanding
of the creative process behind it. The
research concludes with a new
defining matrix for the process of
creative thinking in architecture
which is envisaged as moving towards
a more complex form of contradiction
compared to the simplicity of ideas in
the early twentieth century.
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Abstract

This research discusses the process of artistic creativity in contemporary architecture. Its
Goals can be summarized in analyzing this creative process to its main elements and
extracting its tools of design and mechanisms of thinking. Also the analysis of modern
architectural trends is reviewed, thus forming an understanding of the creative process
behind it at the end. This research consists of three parts. The first part is entitled "The
artistic creativity and taste”. The second part is "The Artistic Creativity Process in
Architecture” while the third part is entitled as "The Case Study".

The first part consists of two chapters. The first chapter is "The artistic creativity" with
the definitions of creative entities and its components, then the phases of this process,
followed by an objective review of the theories of creativity. The second chapter is "The
Acrtistic Appreciation” which discusses the dimensions of artistic appreciation and its
phases. Also the examination of the effect on the recipient and how this process can be
achieved.

The second part consists of three chapters; the third chapter is the "Sources of Artistic
Creativity in Architecture™ which discusses four main sources: Nature, Humanity, History
and Arts. The fourth chapter is entitled as "Channels of Artistic Creativity in Architecture"
and discusses three main channels, which are Beauty, Sublimity and appropriate
expressionism. The fifth chapter is entitled as "Values of Artistic Creativity in
Architecture” such as complexity, contradiction, and variation as a creative effort, also,
metaphor, paradox, metaphysics, image, truth and finally the architectural morphology.

The third part has one chapter entitled as "The Artistic Creativity in Contemporary
Architectural Trends", starting to apply the artistic creativity on these trends after defining
the philosophical background of each trend, and the most famous architects of this trend,
then trying to reach the sources, channels, and values of each trend.

The research concludes with a comparative analytical study that to elicit the most
important sources, channels and values in contemporary architectural trends. The research
concludes with a new defining matrix for the process of creative thinking in architecture
which is envisaged as moving towards a more complex form of contradiction compared to
the simplicity of ideas in the early twentieth century.
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