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Abstract

Abstract

Childhood epilepsy is the most common neurological disease,
Asit istend to become complicated with a wide range of specific
psychiatric problems. It is therefore important to assess the
neuropsychological abilities related to seizures.

The am of this study was to detect psychiatric disorders (if
present) in children with epilepsy.

The theoretical part of the work consists of review of
epilepsy, its pathology, classification, diagnosis, course and
prognosis.

Also review the differences in psychiatric aspects between
children with epilepsy and hedthy children, and aso the path
physiology of these disorders.

The practical part was performed on 100 cases and 100
healthy controls in the same age group (6-13 years) and same sex,
assisted by psychometric test (CBCL).

Conclusion: psychiatric disturbance was found to be highly
significant more in children with epilepsy.

On the other hand age of the child, level of mother education
and EEG abnormalities have a relation to psychiatric
disturbances.
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Introduction

Health, happiness, independence, and productivity are
basic human desire. For children, this means achieving
normal growth and development, acquiring a sense of
accomplishment, developing an identity, and initiating
independence. Although, over time, all children face the
same developmental milestones depends on many

conditioning factors (Charron-prochownik, 2002).

One conditioning factor that greatly influences
developmental outcomes and quality of life is chronic illness
(Jackson and Vessey, 2000). The American Academy of
Pediatrics (1993) defines pediatric chronic diseases as
ilInesses that affects a person for an extended period of time,
often for life, and that require medical care and attention above
and beyond the normal requirements for a child or an

adol escent.

Both children and adults with medical illnesses have
benefited from twentieth century advances in medicine, and
Cleary still more advances |oom on the horizon of this century.
Children who, in the past, might have died or had their
physical functioning severely compromised by their iliness are
now living into adulthood (Goodman, 2001). Although
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children with chronic illness account for alarge portion of the
work of pediatricians, the need to identify psychosocia issues
IS under-recognized by physicians. They receive little training
in the psychosocial issues related to chronic disease, despite
the acknowledgement that these issues are major determinants
of outcome (Bernal et al., 2000).

Aim of the work
We undertook this study in order to:
¢ Study the behavioral disturbances among sample of the
Egyptian epileptic children.
¢ Detect practically psychiatric disorders and their relation to
epilepsy related factors.
¢ To design a strategy for avoidance and management of
behaviora troubles in children with epilepsy.
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Epilepsy
Definition:

Epilepsy is a disorder of brain function characterized by
recurring excessive neuronal discharge, manifested by transient
episodes of motor, sensory or psychic dysfunctions, with or
without unconsciousness or convulsive movement. The seizures
Is associated with marked changes in recorded electrical activity.
However, no current definition of epilepsy is entirely satisfactory.
Perhaps the best definition is the tendency to recurrent fits
(Appleby, 1994)

Epilepsy is a common, and commonly misunderstood chronic

medical condition of childhood.

The international league against Epilepsy (ILAE) and the
international Epilepsy Bureau (IEB) came up with new
definitions at (2005).

They now define epilepsy as.-

The disorder of the brain characterized by an enduring
predisposition to generate epileptic seizure and by the
neurobiologic, cognitive, psychological and social consequences

of the condition.
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The epileptic seizures as:

A transient occurrence of signs and / or symptoms due to
abnormal excessive and synchronous neuronal activity in the
brain (Fisher et al., 2005).

The new definition has sparked a hot debate. Many experts
object to provoked seizures qualifying for a diagnosis of epilepsy.
And they are reluctant to accept the single seizures may be
sufficient for diagnosis and also including associated medical and
social conditions in the definition of epilepsy (Berghi et al., 2005,
Ahmed , 2005) .

Prevalence:

According to the world Health Organization approximately 50
million people around the world have epilepsy, more than 50% of
children with epilepsy will outgrew their seizures when they
mature while others may have seizures that continue into
adulthood (Scince Daily, 2007).

Epilepsy is one of the most common of the serious
neurological disorders. The prevalence of active epilepsy is
roughly in the range 5-16/1000 people (Hirtz et al., 2007).

12
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Epilepsy approximate annual incidence rate is 40-70/100.000
In industrialized countries and 100-190/100.000 in resource-poor

countries (Sander , 2003) .

Epilepsy the (“sacred disease”, the falling sickness) is a

common condition.

Over all prevalence of active convulsive epilepsy was
2.9/1000(95% children 2.6-3.2 years) and the treatment gap was
70.3% (65.9 — 74.5).(Tansy, 2008).

In Egypt:
» |In a study of prevalence of epilepsy in school children in

Elmanyal Island, the prevalence is 4.35/1000 (¢ 5/1000& ¢
3.88/1000) (Forayssa, 2009).

= Prevalence was 7.2/1000 with &:¢ percentage 2:1lin a study

in primary school children in ElImenia city. (Nermin,2009)

Classifications:

International  classification of  Epilepsies, Epileptic
syndromes, and related seizure disorders (Porter, 2001).

1. Localization — related (Focal, Local , Partial)

1.1 Idiopathic (primary) (With age - related onset)

13
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Benign childhood epilepsy with centrotemporal spikes.
Primary reading epilepsy.

Childhood epilepsy with occipital paroxysms.

1.2 Symptomatic (Secondary)

Temporal lobe epilepsies.
Frontal lobe epilepsies
Parietal lobe epilepsies
Occipital lobe epilepsies

Chronic progressive epilepsia partialis continua of
childhood syndromes characterized by seizures with
specific modes of precipitation.

1.3Cryptogenic, defined by:

Seizure type

Clinical feature
Etiology

Anatomical localization.

2. Generalized

2.1 Idiopathic (primary)(with age related onset)
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