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INTRODUCTION

In developed countries we do not always feed the impact of the
steady growth of world population. In the next twenty five years there will
be almost 9 billion inhabitants on earth (FAQ, 1996), who expect to get
enough food to meet their nutritional demand. Today more than 800
million people suffer from hunger. The goal to produce sufficient food for
every body can only be achieved if the world food production increases by

about 2% per year.

In many parts of the world environmental pollution, available water
resources, soil structure and energy availability are the primary limiting
factors for increasing agricultural production. Therefore, world food
production must grow without increasing the environmental waste load.
This precondition demands the efficient use of all available resources.
There is no doubt that todays worldwide agricultural production must be
increased. However, the consumers in developed countries make higher
demands on quality and idealist images of food that facus attention on
issues other yield. The use of new technologies such as genetic

engineering in food and animal feed production are questioned.

Animal feed additives are used worldwide for many different
reasons. Some help to cover the needs of essential nutrients and other help
to increase growth performance, feed intake and therefore optimize feed
utilization. They can positively affect technological properties and product
quality. The health status of animals with a higher growth performance is a
predominant argument in the choice of feed additives. In many countries

the use of feed additives is more and more questioned by the consumers.

Substances such as antibiotics with expected high risks are banned in




